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INTRODUCTION. 

THE  small  group  who  began  to  preach  Jewish 
Nationalism  twenty  years  ago,  and  the  still 
smaller  number  who,  midway  in  the  last 
decade  of  the  nineteenth  century,  had  faith 
in  this  single  idea,  have  been  amply  rewarded  by  what 
has  been  achieved  in  compelling  the  world  to  give 
serious  attention  to  the  claims  of  Zionism,  which  has 
so  speedily  become  the  vital  doctrine  of  a  Great 
Jewish  Movement.  For  some  considerable  time  the 
permanence  of  that  Movement  was  in  question  ;  the 
excess  of  sympathy  might  only  be  a  sign  of  hypnotic 
revivalism,  and  the  spread  of  agitation  serve  but  to 
raise  hopes — partly  self-evolved,  and  therefore  all  the 
more  coloured — which  on  their  non-fulfilment  would 
result  in  a  reaction  that  might  render  abortive  any 
attempts  at  realising  the  Jewish  National  Idea  for, 
perhaps,  half-a-century.  This  condition  has  passed 
away  ;  changes  are  possible  in  the  policy  of  the  Move- 
ment, though  it  will  not  be  more  than  temporarily 
deflected  from  its  main  purpose  ;  its  Congresses  may 
be  attended  by  the  few  or  the  many,  but  each  one  has 
shown,  and  will  continue  in  the  future  to  prove  thai 
the  mass  of  the  Jewish  people  are  willing  to  consider 
their  own  problems,  and  to  observe  the  decisions  of 
their  elective  assemblies. 
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2  INTRODUCTIOX. 

While  this  great  change  has  been  wrought  in 
Jewish  life,  whilst,  indeed,  the  trend  of  the  future 
of  the  Jews  is  thus  being  mapped  out,  there  are  still 
thousands  of  Jews  who  are  completely  ignorant  of 
this  Movement,  indifferent  to  it,  or  directly 
opposed  to  it.  This  is  not  surprising  even  in  the 
case  of  a  people  such  as  the  Jews,  who  are  regarded 
as  exceptionally  intelligent  and  intellectual.  But 
even  amongst  these  non- Zionists  and  anti- Zionists 
there  is  a  stirring  of  the  dry  bones  ;  events  are  con- 
spiring everywhere,  independent  of  the  Movement, 
compelling  the  most  heedless  Jew  to  think  over  a 
wider  range  of  life  than  his  own.  There  is  manifest 
a  welcome  scepticism  on  the  old  saw  :  That  what  is, 
is  best  ;  and,  incidentally,  there  is  in  process  an 
unseating  of  communal  idols  which  is  a  portent  of 
coming  change.  In  such  circumstances  Zionism  may 
be  expected  to  hold  more  than  its  own  if  it  can 
explain  and  make  out  a  case  for  itself. 

The  aims  and  objects  of  Zionism  are  distinct ; 
its  liases  are  the  ideals  of  the  Jews  joined  to  their 
necessities  ;  it  is  conditioned  upon  their  past  history, 
and  the  recent  and  present  circumstances  of  Jewish 
life  :  it  is  a  scheme  propounded  to  avoid  the  normal 
future  of  the  -Jews  deduced  from  the  facts  of  life  ;  it 
is  an  attempt  to  direct  the  stream  of  Jewish  aspira- 
tion into  a  channel  in  which  it  shall  prove  of  use  to 
the  Jewish  people.  Notwithstanding  the  progress 
of  the  Movement,  everything  is  doubted,  every  fact 
is  challenged,  and  in  some  cases  its  opponents 
shout  mischief,  and  wave  the  red  flag  of  danger. 

It  is  by  no  means  pretended  that  these  pages 
exhaust    the    subject.     On   the  contrary,  the    writer 
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views  Zionism  as  a  complete  theory  of  Jewish  life, 
one  that  comes  in  contact  with  life  in  every  stage, 
and  has  a  suggestion  upon  every  phase  of  Jewish 
existence,  and  to  touch  upon  them  all  this  slight 
sketch  would  have  to  expand  to  encyclopaedic 
dimensions. 

The  broad  facts  and  what  can  be  deduced  from 
them  are  presented  in  connected  narrative  so  that 
the  reader  may  follow  the  whole  line  of  reasoning 
to  its  conclusion.  It  is  not  a  scheme  that  is 
unfolded  within  these  pages,  but  a  broad  consideration 
of  the  facts  that  prove  the  necessity  of  such  a  project 
as  the  Zionist  plan  ;  a  statement  of  the  case  that 
puts  the  two  and  two  of  life  together,  perhaps  in 
an  uncompromising  fashion,  but  in  such  manner 
that  all   mav  read    who   run. 


n   '1 


THE    POLITICAL    POSITION 


The  unravelling  of  the  problem  of  Jewish  life 
is  a  task  rendered  exceptionally  difficult  owing  to 
the  scattered  condition  of  the  people.  Whilst  Jewish 
Science*  is  well  to  the  front  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  the  science  of  Jewish  life  has  not  hitherto 
begun  seriously.  Yet  because  of  the  complex 
character  of  Jews  we  are  presented  on  investigation 
with  certain  primary  facts  which  indicate  the 
general  character  of  Jewish  life.  The  present 
position  ot  the  Jews,  politically  considered,  can  be 
stated  in  unmistakable  terms.  It  is  estimated  that 
they  are  at  present  grouped   as  follows  f  : 

Europe 9,351,730 

Asia      368,000 

Africa 4  03,800 

America             ...           ...           ...  1,103,135 

Australasia        ...           ...          ...  1(5,  000 


Total 11,242,665 

The   section   politically  emancipated  are  : — 

In  the   Uritish  Empire  ...        248,889 

,,        United  'Mates  ...  ...      1,058,135 

„       Europe 2,877,915 


Tota 


4,184,939 


*  The  scientific  study  of  .1  miasm   and  Jewish  literature,  promoted 
ami  conducted  chiefly  in  Germany,  is  so  called. 
|  Jewish    5Tear   Bo<  k.  5662. 
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The  balance,  7,057,726,  are  unemancipated,  that  is, 
roughly  there  are  in  the  world  seven  Jews  unemanci- 
pated for  every  four  who  are  politically  free.  When 
we,  however,  consider  what  number  can  use  their 
political  rights  without  hindrance,  or  who  can 
exercise  all  their  legal  privileges  freely  as  common 
citizens  of  the  states  in  which  they  live  or  are  born, 
we  arrive  at  still  more  notable  figures  : — 

In 


the  British  Empire 

248.889 

,,       United  States  ... 

.     1,058,135 

,,       Austro-  Hungary 

.     1,000,000* 

„       Belgium 

4.000 

,,       Bulgaria 

28,307 

,,       Denmark 

4,080 

,,       Germany 

200,000* 

,,       Holland 

100,000 

„       Italy 

40,000 

,,       Luxemburg 

1,000 

,,       Norway  and  Sweden    . 

3,500 

,,        Servia  ... 

5.100 

„        Switzerland 

8,000* 

Total 


2,701,011 


That  is,  roughly  only  one-fifth  of  the  Jewish  race  are 
really  freemen.  It  is  notable  that  the  higher  figure 
of  emancipation  covered  the  Jewish  freemen  of  1870, 
the  heyday  of  Jewish  emancipation,  and  since  which 
date  they  have  continually  fallen  from  place.  It  is 
this  sharp  retrogression  which  calls  for  the  closest 
investigation  of  Jewish  affairs.  It  was  fair  to  assume 
that  the  ideal  of  equality  with  which  1793  and   1848 

*  In  the  case  of  Austro-Hungary  the  Jewish  population  of  G-alicia  has 
been  deducted  ;  in  the  case  of  Germany,  that  of  Prussia  ;  Switzerland  has 
been  allowed,  though  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Jews  suffer  from  one 
restriction. 


6  THE     POLITICAL    POSITION. 

twice  enveloped  Europe  would  gradually  encircle  the 
Jews.  This  did  indeed  happen,  the  emancipation  of 
the  Jews  proceeding  with  something  like  mathe- 
matical precision  until  1870,  although  the  several 
measures  of  freedom  were  not  obtained  without 
considerable  struggle  even  in  liberty  loving  England. 
After  the  Franco-German  War,  however,  the  tide  of 
enlightenment  receded.     [Appendix,  Note  L] 

THE    FIRST    RETROGRESSION. 

In  those  countries  in  which  they  are  legally  free 
or  in  which  the  Jew  is  granted  full  citizenship  by 
statute  law,  the  Jews  could  not  be  disenfranchised, 
but  there  gradually  grew  up,  at  first  almost  unper- 
ceived,  a  social  scheme  of  Jewish  ostracism  that 
rendered  their  legal  rights  nugatory.  No  striking 
exhibition  of  this  influence  was  made  publicly,  and 
even  as  late  as  the  signing  of  the  Berlin  Treaty,  in 
1878,  the  Great  Powers  signified  their  belief  in  the 
right  of  the  Jews  to  be  full  citizens  by  pressing  upon 
the  unwilling  representatives  of  Roumania  the  famous 
Tolerance  Clause  which  conditions  the  independence 
of  that  nation.  That  this  was  but  a  false  outward 
ma  infestation  was  made  evident  by  the  refusal  of  any 
one  Power  to  enforce  the  agreement  which  Roumania 
then  and  ever  since  has  flagrantly  ignored. 

In  1875,  an  anti- Jewish  prejudice  spread  in 
Germany  which,  at  first  regarded  as  a  reactionary 
religious  sentiment,  became  in  time  a  strong  political 
force.  From  this  time  onward  the  position  of  the 
Jews  became  less  secure  throughout  Europe.  In 
1881-2,  Russia  was  ablaze  with  excesses  against  the 
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Jews,  Roumania  was  maltreating  them,  the  oft-denied 
and  disproved  "  Blood  Accusation "  was  brought 
against  them,  and  a  famous  legal  trial  (Tilza  Ezla) 
showed  that  not  a  stone  had  been  left  unturned  to 
convict  the  Jews,  despite  the  clear  evidence  of  their 
innocence,  of  ritual  murder.  This  happened  nearly 
four  decades  after  the  famous  "  Damascus  Incident  " 
(1842),  and  nearly  twenty  years  after  Europe  had 
condemned  the  kidnapping  of  the  child  Mortara 
(1858)  in  order  to  convert  him  to  Roman  Catholicism. 
It  is  no  matter  for  wonder  that,  ignoring  minor  inci- 
dents, the  mass  of  the  Jews  regarded  this  not  as  a  com- 
bination of  events  but  as  isolated  incidents,  denoting 
that  unimportant  change  in  the  human  mind  which 
in  the  Darwinian  school  is  regarded  as  a  reversion  to 
primitive  tvpe,  "  a  throw  back."  which  in  no  way 
affects  the  general  progress  or  the  development  of  the 
species.  The  position  of  the  Jews,  however,  became 
worse  vear  bv  vear. 


THE    ADYAN'CE    OF    ANTI-SEMITISM. 

In  Roumania,  the  mere  refusal  to  accord  equality 
was  transformed  into  a  series  of  enactments  which 
degraded  the  individual  Jew,  and  lowered  the  social 
and  political  position  of  the  mass.  In  Russia,  the 
popular  ebullition  of  temper,  demonstrated  by  anti- 
Jewish  riots,  was  turned  by  Ignatieff,  in  his  "  May 
Laws,"  into  an  official  persecution,  which  hemmed  the 
Jews  more  than  ever  into  a  given  district  and  pro- 
ceeded to  restrict  their  lives,  in  every  meaning 
of  the  term  life,  on  the  pattern  created  by  the  worst 
inquisitors  and  medieval  Popes.     Under  the  pseudo- 
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scientific  name  of  anti-Semitism  the  gospel  of  Jew- 
hatred  grew  in  Germany,  especially  in  Prussia,  until 
it  became  possible  to  dictate  to  the  Jews  in  the 
Parliaments,  and  to  prohibit  the  strictly  enjoined  and 
carefully  observed  Jewish  ritual  method  of  slaughter- 
in  o-  cattle  for  food.     Beoinnino-  with  the  same  name, 

O  CD  CD 

and  disguised  as  a  religious  propaganda,  the  j>rejudice 
spread  to  France,  where  it  became  possible  to  revive 
in  daily  journals  the  hoary  fable  of  ritual  murder, 
and  for  men  to  thrive  as  agitators  who  had  to  tell  the 
world  nothing  bat  that  in  their  opinion  the  Jews 
were  pariahs  and  the  parasites  of  the  human  race. 
Whilst  this  was  being  taught  in  Paris,  Russia,  in 
1890,  had  once  more  risen  to  vent  her  fury  on  the 
Jewish  race  by  murder  and  assault  ;  and  this  scheme 
of  life  seemed  so  good  that  the  teachings  of  Paris  and 
Berlin  were  taken  to  Vienna,  and  found  a  welcome  in 
Bohemia.  It  is  under  these  conditions  that  we  find 
the  Jews  in  the  first  two  years  of  the  last  decade  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  During  the  greater  part  of 
the  last  fifteen  years  a  part  of  every  Jewish  news- 
paper has  been  each  week  given  over  to  recording 
some  sensational  act  against  the  Jews,  and  these 
items  brought  together  make  the  Jewish  history  of 
the  period. 

A    WORLD-WIDE    SUMMARY. 

Where  there  had  been  one  charge  of  ritual  murder 
against  the  Jews,  and  that  at  Passover,  there  were 
year  by  year  a  greater  number  spread  over  all  periods 
of  the  year  ;  where  once  such  charges  had  been 
brought  in  remote  villages,  they  were  now  hurled  at 
the    Jews    in    Bulgaria,   Germany,   and    Bohemia  in 
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quick    succession.       The     religious    propaganda    in 
Germany  was  turned  into  a  political  force  courted  by 
the  Conservatives,  and  it  was  possible  to  defame  the 
Je'ws  in  the  Reichstag,  and  suggest  the  sequestration 
of  their   property,  and   separation  from  the  mass   of 
citizens,  and  to  refuse  the  Jews  the  higher  posts  in 
the  civil  and  military  administrations  to   which  they 
had  claim  under  the  law.  -  In  France,  this  insentiate 
hatred   proceeded  to  further  lengths   as  the  century 
neared  its  close.     It   was  possible  to  regard   Jewish 
birth  as  sufficiently  great  a  crime  to  justify  even  the 
gravest  charge  being  brought  against  a  Jew,  to  mal- 
treat  the   Jews   en   bloc,   and   seriously  propound    a 
massacre  of  the  members  of  the  race  born  in  France. 
Vienna  was  so  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  Jew- 
hatred  that  it  elected  as  Burgomaster  one  whose  only 
claim  to  office  was  his   envenomed  hate  of  the  Jews, 
and  formed  out  of  the  earlier  prejudice  a  party  which 
in  Parliament  proposed    to  deport   the  mass   of  the 
Jews  from  their  native  land,  and  spreading  its  power 
throughout  Bohemia,  organised  riots  and   supported 
the  kidnapping  of  Jewish  children  in  Galicia,  whilst 
it  deprived  their  parents  of  the  means  of  obtaining  a 
livelihood.     What  had  once  been  a  religious  prejudice 
now  assailed  the  Jews  in  every  walk   of  life,  social, 
political,  economic  ;  and,  to   complete  the  brief  told 
tale,  prohibited  the  Jewish  mode  of  slaughtering  in 
Switzerland,   infected    both    Hungary    and  Bulgaria, 
and  received   high  religious  sanction  in  Italy.     The 
progress   of  the  enemy  of  Israel  has  thus  been  con- 
tinuous during  the  most   "  enlightened   quarter  of  a 
century"      in     the    world's     history.        [Appendix, 
Note  II.] 
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The  modern  position  of  Judaism,  and  the  relations 
of  the  Jews  to  religion,  is  not  unconnected  with  those 
changes  which  have  manifested  themselves  among 
other  peoples  and  in  other  faiths  during  the  last  fifty 
years.  But  this  admission  must  be  made  with  one 
reservation  ;  the  individual  Jew  cannot  readily  state 
his  religious  position,  and  he  is  even  more  unready  to 
give  a  cogent  account  of  the  general  modern  trend  in 
religious  Judaism.  The  partisans  of  Orthodoxy  and 
the  adherents  to  Reform  each  claim  a  victory,  and 
believe  the  future  of  Judaism  to  be  in  their  hands. 
To  the  writer,  neither  of  these  terms  exist  in  the 
sense  of  being  accurate  labels,  or  as  descriptions  of 
well-defined  movements.  For  centuries,  ignoring  the 
small  sect  of  Karaites,  there  was  only  one  form  of 
Judaism,  one  faith,  and  one  practice  ;  there  existed, 
however,  three  parties  ;  two  ancient,  the  Sephardic 
and  the  Ashkenazic,  who  in  no  way  opposed  each 
other  on  any  question  of  dogma,  and  the  third  dating 
from  the  17th  century,  the  Chassidic,  which  intensi- 
fied the  latent  mysticism  of  the  Jews  and,  as  a  party, 
gave  but  another  reason  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
current  conception  of  Judaism,  and  added  to  its 
practice. 
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MENDELSSOHN. 
The  emancipation   of    the   French    Jews   in   1791 
gave  Mendelssohn  the  first  opportunity  afforded  any 
Jew  for  centuries  to  spread  the  idea  that  Judaism  in 
practice  needed  reconciling  with  the  conditions  of  life 
prevailing  outside  the  Ghetto.     The  point  of  departure 
was   more   a   matter  of  practice   than   of  theory  ;   in 
tact,    Reform    has    never   departed    in    theory    from 
Rabbinism.     Even  where  it  claims  to  have  done  this, 
it,    to-day.    as    in    the    earlier   scheme,  modifies    the 
influence  of  the  traditional  in  Judaism  but  is  in  no 
sense    a    protest    against    it.*       Mendelssohn,    who 
accepted   the   position  of  "  protected  Jew,"  was  the 
Liberator  of  Jewry  from  the  old  conditions  of  faith 
and   life.     He  suggested  assimilation,   and   the  term 
is    always    associated    with    his   school    of    thought. 
Graetz  well  remarks,    "  There   was   but  one  feeling- 
wanting    in   Mendelssohn — and    this    deficiency   was 
very    detrimental    to    the    near    future    of    Judaism. 
He  lacked  an  appreciation  for  history.''  f     The  idea 
that  Judaism  could  be  Germanised  successfully  was 
tried,  and  failed  ignominiously  even  in  the  iamily 
of  its  protagonist.      The   first  school  could  not  hold 
the  medium  position,  it  became  a  high  road  to  con- 
version   in     France    and    Germany  ;    conversion    to 
Christianity    in    notable    cases,    conversion    to   non- 
religion  in  the  case  of  masses  in  France  whose  per- 
sonality was  even  undistinguisable  as  Jews  in  1839. 
[Appendix,  Note  III.]      Between  this  and  the  stern 
obedience  to  all   the  dictates  of  Rabbinism  "iven  bv 

*  See  Article  on  the  Synagogue,  by  Dr.  Emil  G.   Ilirsch.  in  Chicago 
Tiff  or  in  Advocate.  October.  1899. 
f  Graetz.  "History  of  the  Jews."  vol.  v..  p.  319. 
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the  older  Jews,  a  half-way  house  had  to  be  found,  a 
synagogue  which  would  sanction  lapses  from  the 
code.  This  half-way  house  was  Reform,  and  it 
fulfilled  its  purpose.  It  begins  its  career  in  1815,  and 
it  made  its  great  struggle  for  mastery  in  the  'forties. 
The  sacredotal  struggle  incident  to  the  change,  the 
fight  to  retain  ecclesiastical  domination  for  the  Rabbis 
in  power,  all  these  which  are  the  most  striking 
features  of  the  history  of  Judaism  during  the  first 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  are  of  no  real  moment 
now.  Both  schools  assimilated,  the  one  less  than  the 
oilier  mainly  because  it  desired  change  less. 


ASSIMILATION   IS   GEOGRAPHICAL. 

The  movement  was  purely  a  geographical  one.  It 
affected  all  Jews  west  of  the  Danube,  that  is  all 
who  had  in  1840  entered  upon  modern  conditions  of 
life  ;  later  it  affected  even  more  all  those  Jews  who 
resided  in  the  western  portion  of  all  great  European 
cities,  that  is,  all  those  who  came  into  personal 
contact  with  the  modern  world,  and  whose  progress 
was  hindered  by  the  Jewish  pragmatica.  It  is  not 
contended  that  there  were  no  spiritually  minded  men 
among  the  teachers  of  Reform,  but  their  teachings 
were  distinct  acts  of  assimilation,  their  anxiety  not 
only  to  live  mixed  with  the  world  at  large,  but  also 
to  be  abreast  of  modern  thought.  There  was,  and  is, 
a  distinct  abandonment  of  the  Jewish  standpoint. 
On  the  Continent,  where  Atheism  became  the  mark 
of  culture,  the  old  Judaism  was  stripped  and  stripped 
of  its  traditions  ;  in  England,  where  religion  has  an 
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intense  hold  on  the  people,  Reform  was  officialised 
into  hard  and  fast  ordinances,  and  Orthodoxy  remained 
more  pliant.  Xeither  attitude  achieved  a  decided 
success.  Every  westward  move  on  the  part  of  the 
Jews  till  1881,  implying  a  freer  mixing  with  the 
world  at  large,  meant  further  assimilation,  either 
under  the  sanction  of  Reform,  or  with  the  hesitating 
approval  of  Orthodoxy.  And  notwithstanding  all 
this  yielding,  Judaism  was  waning;  as  a  faith  and 
practice. 


SIGNS   OF   WEAKNESS. 

The  outward  evidence  of  this  weakening  was  of  a 
twofold  character,  the  gradual  indifference  to  the 
synagogue,  in  the  form  of  non-attendance,  and  the 
even  more  important  lapses  from  Judaism  into 
"  nothingism."  At  the  moment  of  writing  the 
community  of  London  is  expressing  concern,  not 
for  the  first  time,  at  the  growing  numbers  of 
the  "  total  abstainers  from  Judaism."  The  evil 
was  already  great  in  1880.  The  proof  lies  in  the 
fact  that  the  old  London  synagogues  are  no  longer 
governed  by  the  old  English  Jewish  families,  and 
that  these,  the  descendants  of  the  settlers  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  are,  excepting  the  Sephardim, 
but  isolated  members  of  the  community,  even  when 
they  still  hold  foremost  positions.  The  increase  of 
the  synagogues  to  that  date  is  traceable  to  German 
and  Dutch  Jews  who  settled  in  England  between 
1850  and  1870. 

The  inward   sign  was   the  readiness  to  accept  new 
conventions.     In  all  Western  Europe  there  were  but 
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four  unyielding  centres  of  Judaism — Amsterdam, 
Frankfurt,  Maintz,  and  the  Orthodox  congregation  of 
Berlin.  London  occupied  a  fifth  place  as  one  in 
which  the  ritual  was  still  closely  followed  by  the 
oldest  generation.  The  rest  were  hastening  to  eman- 
cipate Jewry  from  its  old  conceptions,  and  the 
growing  American  community  was  leading  in  the 
van  of  colourless  Judaism. 


THE   EFFECT   OF   IMMIGRATION    ON    RELIGIOUS 
OBSERVANCE. 

The  Russo-Jewish  catastrophes  of  1881-2  sent 
thousands  of  the  old  school  of  Jews  flying  westward  ; 
the  riots  of  1800  added  tens  of  thousands.  This 
was  an  appreciable  force.  It  had  its  own  ideas  of 
Judaism,  and  could  by  sheer  numbers  make  its  ideas 
felt.  To  this  is  due  the  revival  of  Judaism  in  the 
West  for  twenty  years. 

Synagogues  multiplied,  old  fashioned  schools  were 
founded,  ghettos  were  formed  anew,  and  within  their 
limits  these  Jews  could  practise  the  older  Judaism. 
The  marked  contrast  between  the  two  forms  has  not 
worn  off.  finis  in  America  and  England  there  is  no 
distinction  between  Orthodoxy,  Conservatism,  and 
Reform,  except  in  the  lengths  they  are  prepared  to 
go  in  their  departure  from  the  old  type,  but  all  three 
are  wide  asunder  from  what  Ave  must  term  Russo- 
Polish  Rabbinism,  and  which  hardened  its  faith  on 
the  first  outbreak  of  Mendelssohnianism. 

If  the  number  of  synagogues  founded  as  a 
consequence  of  this   settlement  were  a  criterion,  then 
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it  might  be  said  that  all  is  well  with  religious  Jewry. 
But  this  superficial  view  must  be  set  on  one  side. 
About  the  time  that  Judaism  was  fading  in  the  West, 
the  Haskala  movement,  the  effort  of  the  new,  the 
German  school,  was  making  its  way  into  Russia. 
The  great  cities  of  Russia  were  in  1880  as  full  of  a 
rich  indifferent  class  of  Jews  as  am7  capital  of  the 
West,  and  as  the  idea  of  irreligion  was  conveyed 
along  the  channel  of  culture,  there  arose  the  idea  in 
Russia  that  to  be  cultured  the  Jew  must  be  irreligious. 
It  was  the  notion  of  the  German  students  intensified 
by  the  circumstances  under  which  the  doctrine  was 
received.  It  may  be  said  with  truth,  on  the  evidence 
of  the  character  of  the  Jews  from  the  great  Russian 
cities,  such  as  St.  Petersburg,  Moscow,  Odessa,  Kiew, 
centres  open  to  modern  influence,  that  had  Russia 
not  afflicted  the  Jews  in  1881-2,  when  the  student 
class  leapt  back  to  the  ranks  of  Judah  and  the 
Haskala  ceased,  the  whole  of  Russian  Jewry  would 
by  1930  have  been  in  as  perilous  a  condition,  from 
the  religious  standpoint,  as  Western  Jewry  was 
in   1880. 


JUDAISM     IN     EASTERN     EUROPE. 

Thus  the  connection  between  culture  and  irreligion 
is  at  the  bottom  of  that  curious  cultur  struggle  now 
proceeding  in  Eastern  Europe,  with  the  old  Rabbis 
in  the  opposition,  and  of  which  the  Western  Jew, 
who  is  in  total  ignorance*  of  the  religious  position  of 

*  Mr.  H.  Guedalla  confirmed  this  in  his  preface  to  Demidoff a  "  Jewish 
Question  in  Russia  "  (1884).  "  It  is  remarkable  how  little  is  known  of  the 
history  of  the  largest  community  of  Jews  in  the  world.'' 
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his  co-religionists  in  the  East,  gets  some  odd  glimpses 
by  way  of  the  Zionist  Congresses. 

The  whole  of  the  younger  generation  of  Russian 
Jews  is  bitten,  whether  it  is  lettered  or  not,  with  this 
culture  idea,  and  thus  the  generation  which  has  been 
emioratino-  to  the  West  since  1891  has  not  come  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  older  Judaism,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  to  help  in  ignoring  the  synagogue  as 
the  main  factor  and  centre  of  Jewish  life.  The 
settlers  of  188^-3,  too,  are  beginning  to  get  worsted 
in  the  struggle.  They  find  that  only  within  their 
self-erected  ghettos  is  their  Judaism  practical  and 
practisable.  As  they  move  out  of  these  centres  they 
yield  to  their  surroundings,  and  being  too  well 
equipped  in  doctrine  to  find  any  satisfaction  in 
Reform,  they  capitulate  to  their  environment  or 
return  to  the  ghetto. 

The  bankruptcy  of  Russian  Rabbinism  is  attested 
to  by  the  facts  that  its  synagogues  in  the  West  are 
rilled  by  congregations  of  middle-aged  men  and 
women  ;  the  younger  generation  frankly  follows  its 
daily  routine  of  work  on  the  Sabbath  ;  and  the 
effort  made  to  equip  the  children  with  knowledge, 
for  which  the  parents  make  important  sacrifices,  is 
made  with  the  consciousness  that  it  will  not  uphold 
practice,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  maintain  the 
the  theory  and  the  knowledge  of  Judaism.  In  the 
East  the  old  school  thrives  only  in  the  largely 
populated  Jewish  towns,  and  even  there  principally 
among  the  older  treneration. 
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THE     WESTERN     COMMUNITIES. 

The  more  purely  western  communities  have  made 
no  effort  to  recover  lost  ground  ;  the  Russian  influx 
did  not  strengthen!  them,  but  only  the  general  cause 
of  Judaism  in  the  'many  countries  in  which  they 
settled.  The  Orthodox  Party  did  not  call  for  aid  ;  it 
continued  yielding,  until  except  on  such  extremes  as 
Sunday  services,  and  on  minor  issues,  it  is  on  the 
same  level  as  Reform.  The  trend  remains  that  of 
assimilation,  the  services  have  been  Anglicised  or 
Germanised  because  the  living  generation  is  ignorant 
of  Hebrew  ;  the  ministers.  Rabbis,  and  clerics  have 
assimilated  dress,  habit  and  thought  from  their 
neighbours  :  the  sermon  has  no  religious  message, 
it  is  an  ethical  plea  for  morality  to  a  moral  congre- 
gation :  the  discussion  of  all  the  fundamental 
teachings  of  Judaism  is  shirked,  and  the  desire  is 
expressed  to  replace  by  spiritual  teachings  the  huge 
volume  of  practice,  that  which  marked  Judaism  out 
from  all  other  faiths,  the  observance  of  detail  which 
kept  the  Jew  a  Jew  every  hour  of  his  life. 

"SPIRITUAL"     JUDAISM. 

This  scheme  is  foredoomed  to  failure.  The 
attempt  to  spiritualise  many  ideas  which  have  a 
concrete  side,  a  definite  meaning,  has  not  hitherto 
captivated  the  older  generation,  and  it  has  no  charm 
for  that  younger  generation  which  is,  in  opinion,  in 
agreement    with    the    old    but    frankly    violates    its 
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beliefs  ;  it  certainly  will  not,  from  the  pulpit,  be 
heard  by  that  generation  which  no  longer  seeks  the 
synagogue.  It  has  as  its  advocates  that  small  school 
which  wishes  for  a  new  Judaism  which  shall  only 
retain  the  name  of  the  old,  and  which,  as  in  the 
Mendelssohn  case,  has  no  hold  upon  those  who  stand 
near  its  advocates.  The  last  resistance  of  Judaism 
is  its  refusal  to  intermarry  its  devotees  with  those  of. 
other  faiths.  A  way  out  has  been  found  even  here 
in  Germany  and  America  ;  and  the  discussion  of  its 
acceptance  in  England  at  this  juncture  is  the  first 
real  sign  of  concern  for  the  welfare  of  Judaism 
that  has  been  noticeable  for  many  years.  But 
already  there  is  the  desire  to  make  the  path 
smooth  for  those  who  yield  in  this  matter,  and  the 
desire  coming  from  high  quarters,  the  ministry,  alter 
the  usual  protest,  will  no  doubt  yield. 

To  conclude  this  sketch,  the  synagogue  is  to-day 
pronounced  a  failure  in  England,  it  is  even  more  so 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe.  The  same  verdict  has 
not  yet  been  given  in  America  because  the  Ghetto  is 
larger,  and  the  new  school  is  still  buoyed  by  the 
hope  of  discovering  novelties  with  which  to  attract 
congregations.  The  ministry  is  everywhere  bankrupt 
excepl  in  the  heart  of  Russia  and  Galicia,  where  the 
old  Judaism  can  still  be  carried  out.  Judaism,  the 
faith,  i>  not  dead  ;  ideas  do  not  die,  but  the  practical 
religion  has  had  to  tight  the  modern  conditions  of 
life,  the  social  and  the  economic,  and  it  has  been 
vanquished  in  the  persons  of  its  followers. 


THE    ECONOMIC    POSITION. 

Less  is  known  in  detail  of  the  economic  condition 
of  the  Jews  than  of  any  other  people,  and  though 
some  attemnt  has  been  made  to  set  out  certain  of  the 
facts,  the  great  range  of  the  subject,  the  intricate 
variations  in  each  country,  and  the  relation  of  such 
conditions  to  those  prevailing  in  each  country,  has 
hitherto  baffled  any  close  scientific  study  of  the 
question.  A  few  of  the  better  known  facts  can  only 
be  set  forth  here. 

Closer  acquaintance  with  the  position  of  the  Jews 
in  every  part  of  the  world  undoubtedly  tends  to 
present  the  picture  in  the  most  lurid  light,  but  how 
far  that  position  has  economically  deteriorated  since, 
say  1870,  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  say.  It 
is  obvious  that  persecution  has  tended  to  lower  it. 
Thus  we  know  that  owing  to  the  advance  of  anti- 
Semitism  in  Galicia  the  Jews  as  a  whole  have  been 
beggared,  and,  as  in  Boryslaw,  have  been  compelled 
to  forsake  their  callings  and  their  homes.  Every 
little  riot  in  the  last  five  years  has  impoverished 
the  Jews  in  the  ait'ected  district  ;  and,  in  addition, 
they  have  been  boycotted  as  workmen,  and  com- 
munities of  Jewish  labourers  and  artizans  have  been 
broken  up  and  sent  to  wander  across  the  world.  In 
Germany     and     Austria     proper,     persecution     has 

c  2 
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deprived  the  professional  class  of  the  means  of  gaming 
a  livelihood,  and  to  their  failure  in  their  own 
culling  we  must  turn  for  explanation  of  the  large 
number  of  titled  Jewish  journalists  on  the  Con- 
tinent. In  Roumania,  the  Government  has  been 
directly  instrumental  in  beggaring  the  Jews,  who 
in  that  country  up  to  a  recent  date  were  propor- 
tionately the  most  well  to  do  in  Eastern  Europe. 
More  recently  official  persecution  has  been  followed 
by  a  popular  boycott,  directed  against  Jewish 
workmen  and  Jewish  traders.  This,  added  to  the 
restrictions  in  education,  and  the  general  ignoring 
of  civil  rights,  has  completed  their  undoing.  In 
Germany,  they  are  denied  all  office  in  the  judiciary, 
in  the  official  service,  and  in  the  commissioned  ranks 
of  the  army.  In  Austria,  the  Jewish  doctors  have 
been  practically  boycotted.  In  Prague  and  in  Vienna, 
the  middle  classes  are  suffering  commercially  from 
the  social  ostracism.  In  Holland,  the  Jews  are 
suffering  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  diamond  trade, 
which  is  the  main  occupation  of  the  large  community 
of  'lews  in  Amsterdam.  A  few  years  ago  (1899) 
the  schnorrer  type  of  Jew  was  considered  such  a 
nuisance  in  Germany  that  a  conference  was  convened 
to  circumscribe  his  peregrinations. 

IN     THE     PALE     OF     SETTLEMENT. 

In  Russia,  the  inpenning  in  the  Pale  of  Settle- 
ment, the  restriction  of  callings,  the  insecurity  of 
tenure  of  property,  and  the  gradual  decline  in  the 
physical  condition  of  the  Jews,  of  which  Professor 
Mandlestamm    has   offered   scientific    evidence,    has- 
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helped  to  lower  the  economic  position  of  the  Jews, 
which  has  otherwise  suffered  from  the  repeated 
famines  which  ravaged  Russia  in  recent  years. 
Berdicheff,  the  so-called  Jewish  capital,  was  in  1869 
described  thus  :  "  In  the  parts  occupied  by  the  poorer 
classes  of  Jews  the  streets  are  only  1^  fathoms  wide  ; 
on  both  sides  they  are  bordered  by  tumble-down 
houses,  closely  adjoining  each  other.  Some  of  these 
dwellings  are  roofless  ;  others  have  no  windows, 
while  some  houses  have  only  three  walls.  In  that 
open  street,  in  the  mud,  troops  of  half- naked 
children  are  at  play,  tumbling  about  among  the 
numerous  pigs."*  The  same  conditions  were  found 
elsewhere  in  Russia  by  a  Jewish  World  commissioner 
in  1899.  The  change  from  hand  to  machine  work 
had  impoverised  whole  classes  of  artizans,  and 
families  were  found  residing  three  and  four  in  a 
cellarage.  A  report  in  1872  says  of  the  Jews  in 
the  Western  region  :  "  Many  are  saved  from 
starvation  only  by  the  help  they  afford  each  other, 
and  the  clanship  that  is  so  strongly  developed  among 
them."  This  was  re-confirmed  in  1899  when,  needless 
to  say,  it  had  become  worse  by  the  mere  efflux  of 
time   and   increased  restrictions. 

In  England  and  America  it  is  generally  believed 
that  the  poorer  immigrant  class  rapidly  progress  to 
competency  and  independence.  This  is  undoubtedly 
true,  but  it  ignores  the  wastrels,  the  large  number  of 
permanent  failures  who  wander  from  land  to  land, 
the  millions  of  pounds   Jewry   is  poorer  by  the  vast 


*  Moscow    Gazette,  quoted   by  Prince   Demidoff  san   Tonalo.  ''The 
Jewish  Question  in  Russia."     London.  1SS1. 
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sums  spent  in  emigrating  thousands  from  country  to 
country,  the  "  sweating,"  and  the  repeated  Jewish 
strikes  for  a  living1  wage. 


MORAL     DECLINE. 

Lastly,  it  ignores  the  growth  of  a  new  disease  in 
Israel,  one  hitherto  unknown  in  the  poorest  Jewish 
slum  cities,  that  of  the  Jewess  who  sells  her  chastity 
for  bread.  Every  day  witnesses  an  increase  of  the 
number  of  ••unfortunate"  Jewesses,  and  nothing* 
could  be  more  eloquent  of  the  impoverishment  of 
the  Jews  in  any  city  than  the  creation  of  a  class, 
who,  at  one  step,  become  outcasts  from  their  own 
people. 

The  maxim  as  "  rich  as  a  Jew  "  is  dead  in  Jewry  ; 
in  the  mind  of  some  there  should  be  substituted  for 
it  ''  as  poor  as  a  Jew."  If  the  Jews  do  not  hold  the 
unenviable  position  of  being  the  poorest  people  in  the 
world  it  is  entirely  due  to  their  industry,  sobriety, 
perseverance,  and  powers  of  acclimitisation.  But  in 
one  sense  they  do  occupy  that  position,  they  are  the 
greatest  non-possessing  race  in  the  world.  Practi- 
cally every  generation  is  self-made.  The  number 
wealthy  for  four  generations,  that  is  the  possible 
inheritors  of  great  wealth,  could  be  counted  on  the 
fingers  of  two  hands  ;  the  number  who  inherit  real 
estate  or  business  from  their  grandfathers  is  somewhat 
larger,  but  even  the  number  who  inherit  either  of 
these  from  their  lathers  would  be  found  to  be  less  than 
one  per  cent,  of  all  Jewry.  What  it  has,  the  risen 
generation  has   made  for  itself,  with  the  aid    ot  its 
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children,  or  it  is  the  achievement  of  the  younger 
people.  This  fact,  which  is  never  taken  account  of 
by  those,  who  write  of  the  Jews,  explains  much  that 
is  otherwise  anomalous  in  Jewish  life.  It  accounts 
for  the  Jewish  street  Arab  and  his  more  degraded 
sister. 

A   QUESTION    OF   MOBILITY. 

There  is  deducible  from  the  foregoing  statements, 
every  word  of  which  is  admitted  by  different  Jews, 
who,  however,  demur  to  all  these  facts  being  ranged 
together,  that  the  political  position  of  the  Jews  tends 
to  become  worse,  that  there  is  a  decline  in  religiosity, 
and  that  every  new  restriction  lowers  the  economic 
position  of  the  Jews.  The  tendency  of  the  times 
offers  us,  politically,  no  outlook  for  immediate  or  even 
datable  distant  improvement.  If  here  and  there  we 
see  a  momentary  sign  of  the  wane  of  anti-Semitism 
it  is  directly  neutralised  by  some  new  event  elsewhere 
which  throws  us  even  further  back  than  the  distance 
we  had  travelled  forward.  Time  was  when  every 
advance  gained  by  a  Jew  in  the  West  was  welcomed 
as  a  sign  of  that  tolerance  which,  by  its  very  growth, 
must  affect  the  position  of  the  Jews  in  Eastern 
Europe.  We  now  know  these  individual  happennings 
were  without  effect,  and  in  sorry  truth  we  have  to 
start  thinking  of  other  signs  nearer  home  which 
suggest  that  the  wave  of  enmitv  which  swept  as  far 
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West  as  France  may  flow  even  further  AVest  in  its 
milder  forms.  The  ignoring;-  of  the  little  straws 
found  the  Jews  of  Germany  deluged  by  an  unex- 
pected storm  whose  fury  i>  not  spent  even  now. 
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To  the  writer,  the  first  lesson  of  modern  Jewish 
history  is  that  the  tolerance  of  the  Jew  is  safeguarded 
by  popular  goodwill  and  not  by  legal  enactment, 
and  wherever  the  public  mind  has  changed  the  legal 
freedom  granted  by  a  dozen  Parliaments  is  only  a 
worthless  plaything  for  the  weak-minded.  It  is 
needless  in  a  general  argument  to  pursue  the  train 
of  thought  further. 

The  constant  persecution,  which  is  itself  an  ancient 
factor  in  Jewish  life,  has  added  to  it  a  new  factor  the 
importance  of  which  has  not  yet  been  realised  by 
communal  leaders,  despite  various  presagings  made 
during  the  last  five  years.  This  is  the  loss  of 
mobility  on  the  part  of  the  Jews.  During  every 
persecution  the  Jews  have  always  taken  refuge  in 
flight,  or  less  hasty  emigration.  In  the  fifteenth 
century  the  avenues  of  escape  for  the  Sephardic 
Jews  were  in  the  East  and  the  North  of  Europe. 
Durin°'  the  eighteenth  century  the  movement  was  a 
fitful  one  to  the  West,  ebbing  in  the  flat  cities  of 
Holland.  During  the  nineteenth  century  it  was 
wholly  a  Western  move,  stretching  to  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  drifting  Southward 
to  South  Africa,  and  in  a  smaller  measure  to 
Australia.  Now  all  these  avenues  are  closing, 
despite  a  necessity  for  even  more  extensive  dumping 
grounds.     The   inter-Continental  movement   of  the 

o 

,Iews  has  been  well  defined. 

THE    ROADS   OF   EMIGRATION. 
All  South  European  Jews  went  first  to  Hungary — 
but    now    Hungary   refuses    them    admission.       The 
Galician  Jews  passed   first  through  Austria  proper, 
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and  filtered  West  in  smaller  numbers,  now  the 
the  Austrian  Jewry  can  no  longer  hold  its  own,  and 
the  emigrants  must,  like  the  Roumanians,  move  more 
directly  West.  Germany  hands  the  Jewish  emigrant 
directly  West,  and  prevents  them  coming  in  touch 
with  the  German  people.  In  France,  the  Jewish 
colony  has  reached  its  limit.  Paris  is  a  half-way 
house,  not  a  place  of  rest  for  the  soles  of  the  tribe  of 
the  weary  feet.  Holland  is  too  poverty  stricken,  in 
the  matter  of  trades  affected  by  its  Jews,  either  to 
attract  to  or  to  offer  a  welcome  to  the  Eastern  Jew. 
Hence  Holland  is  the  country  least  affected  by  recent 
Jewish  events. 

We  turn  then  to  England,  which  has  increased 
its  Jewry  by  100,000  in  twenty  years.  England, 
by  common  agreement,  has  reached  its  limit.  An 
anti-alien  restriction  Bill  is  held  over  the  heads 
of  the  Jews,  and  there  are  Jews  who  approve 
such  a  measure  in  principle,  and  who  will  assist 
in  its  passing  into  law.  The  defence  adopted  by 
the  Jew  is  in  itself  a  most  unfortunate  one,  that 
on  the  basis  of  statistics  no  such  legislation  is 
necessary  ;  this  implies  that  the  limit  of  immi- 
gration may  be  reached,  and  that  any  appreciable 
influx  such  as  might  result  from  a  new  outbreak 
in  Russia  or  Roumania,  would  justify  the  closing 
of  the  ports  against  the  persecuted  Jew.  Australia, 
whose  Jews  offer  no  welcome  to  new  immigration, 
is  too  far  from  the  Jewish  centres  to  attract  many 
Jews  ;  and  Africa,  in  which  an  anti-Jewish  prejudice 
is  being  fostered,  is  ruled  out  except  to  the  individual 
family   or  group. 
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THE  AVENUES   CLOSED. 

We  turn,  then,  to  America,  where  over  a  million 
Jews  have  found  refuge.  The  chief  Jewish  charity 
of  New  York  lias  warned  London  that  the  limit 
has  been  touched,  and  that  the  movements  of  1882 
and  1890  cannot  be  safely  repeated.  The  anti- 
Jewish  feeling  is  making  itself  felt  there,  also,  in 
the  most  subtle  manner.  Already  the  American 
authorities  have  introduced  regulations  which  prevent 
us  regarding  the  United  States  as  the  venue  of 
settlement  in  case  of  a  possible  emergency.  Lastly, 
we  may  turn  to  the  new  lands  in  Canada,  but  even 
here  Ave  are  warned  by  the  Canadian  Jews  that 
wholesale    transplantation    cannot  be   countenanced. 

We  are  no  longer  in  the  ignorance  under  which 
we  laboured  in  1881  ;  there  can  be  no  "  bolts 
from  the  blue,"  except  the  cessation  of  the  present 
conditions  which  necessitate  the  further  movement 
of  the  Jews.  AVe  have,  then,  to  face,  in  the  interest 
of  Jewry  as  a  whole,  and  in  the  interest  of  each 
separate  community,  the  question  :  Where  shall  the 
-lews  go?  A  correct  answer  to  that  question 
amounts  to  a  life  assurance  for  the  Jewish  people, 
and  the  individual  Jew.  And  we  cannot  ignore 
that  question  in  deducing  the  future  from  the  facts 
of  the  present. 


THE    NORMAL    FUTURE    AND 
ITS    AVOIDANCE. 

We  arrive  thus  at  an  interesting  phase  of  a 
terrible  problem.  To  what  we  knew  of  the 
tendency  to  persecute  in  the  East  of  Europe,  and 
of  the  growth  of  anti-Semitism  in  the  West,  we 
have  to  add  our  cognizance  of  the  growth  of  a 
lighter,  but  perceptible,  anti-Jewish  feeling  further 
West.  We  have  to  recognise  that  in  some  indefinite 
fashion  there  is  a  limit  to  the  receptivity  of  Jews 
in  each  country.  [Appendix,  Note  IV.]  Moreover,  on 
the  basis  of  past  experience  we  have  to  acknowledge 
that  the  Jews  carry  the  prejudice  with  them  ;  that 
is  when  they  reach  a  certain,  but  not  a  uniform, 
number  in  each  country,  that  country  becomes  less 
hospitable  to  those  settled,  and  those  who  desire 
to  settle.  We  are  already  desirous  of  breaking  up 
the  old  settlements  in  all  the  great  cities  of  the 
West,  to  disperse  the  settlers  over  huge  tracts  of 
country,  or  over  many  towns,  notwithstanding  our 
knowledge  that  such  dispersal  tends  to  weaken 
the  observance  of  Judaism  by  setting  up  con- 
ditions in  which  observance  becomes  impossible  in 
the  lace  of  the   severe   struggle  for  existence. 

The  possible  normal  future  of  the  Jewish  people 
thus    becomes    darker    and    darker    the    closer    we 
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examine  the  details  of  the  past  and  those  of  the  present 
on  which  it  is  based.  We  cannot  assume  a  change 
in  face  of  the  distinct  progression  of  enmity,  we 
cannot  imagine  better  economic  conditions  when 
met  by  evidence  proving  that  the  physical  conditions 
of  the  Jews  are  becoming  worse,  we  cannot  su£-£est 
that  the  Jews  will  localise  all  their  troubles  and 
suffer  to  the  end  in  each  country  when  we  are 
met  by  the  unflinching  determination  of  the  Rou- 
manian Jews  to  quit  their  inhospitable  country, 
nor  by  the  grim  necessity  of  the  Galicians  to  leave 
places  where  the  scantiest  means  are  denied  them. 
We  feel  that  these  people,  and  many  more,  must  move 
on,  though  we  cannot  yet  suggest  where  to,  and 
we  have  some  inkling  that  the  pressure  exercised 
by  chronic  poverty  on  the  purses  of  the  charitable 
has  so  emptied  them  that  they  could  not  easily 
repeat  the  remarkable  efforts  made  to  maintain  the 
poor  and  provide  funds  for  emigration  during  the 
last  twenty  years.  Thus  we  have  either  to  view 
the  future  of  the  Jews  as  one  in  which,  in-penned 
in  Russia,  they  will  sink  to  the  actual  condition 
of  beggars,  slowly  decimated  by  the  diseases  inherent 
to  poverty  under  insanitary  conditions,  or  we  must 
think  that  they  will  endeavour  to  move  westward, 
suffer  the  misery  of  transportation  from  country 
to  country,  overwhelming  the  Jews  settled  in  those 
countries,  rendering  their  conditions  worse,  and  in 
this  retrogression  destroying  all  those  religious 
chains  which  shall  hinder  the  movement  of  the 
individual  endeavouring  to  escape  from  the  mass. 
And  this  at  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth 
century  ! 
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THE    CAUSE    OF    PERSECUTIOX. 

We  are  led  here  to  ask  ourselves  what  is  the  cause 
of  this  widespread  enmity  to  the  Jewish  race.  We 
must  get  at  the  cause  if  we  are  to  suggest  any 
solution  of  the  problem.  It  has  been  the  fashion 
hitherto  to  regard  each  element  in  the  situation  as 
independent  of  the  other,  to  ascribe  it  to  irreligion  or 
religiosity,  according  to  the  party  to  which  the  Jew 
belonged.  It  has  been  maintained  that  it  was  due 
to  local  conditions,  such  as  the  rise  of  reactionary 
religion  in  France  ;  to  reactionary  Chauvinism  in 
Germany  under  the  impetus  of  the  Pan-Germanic 
movement ;  to  economic  conditions  prevailing  in 
Roumania  ;  to  political  necessity  in  Russia,  where 
the  mass  of  the  population  is  unenfranchised  and  un- 
educated ;  to  the  rise  of  priestly  influence  in  Austria 
and  Galieia. 

This  view  has  been  abandoned,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  isolated  character  of  various  aspects  of  the  Jewish 
problem.  It  has  been  seen,  however  unwillingly, 
that  so  widespread  a  disease  as  that  from  which  the 
Jews  are  suffering,  must,  despite  the  various  forms 
of  its  outward  manifestation,  have  a  common  origin. 
It  has  been  recognised  that  the  Jew  is  suffering  as  he 
suffered  in  less  enlightened  times,  only  the  old  hatred 
is  being  continued  in  more  varied  forms.  And  the 
cause  of  that  hatred  is  the  Jewishness  of  the  Jew, 
that  attribute  which  marks  Israel  out  from  the  rest 
of  mankind,  and  which  is  the  common  possession  of 
all  Jews,  which  follows  the  individual  Jew  wherever 
he   goes,  across    the    baptismal    font,   through  com- 
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mingled  blood,  which  the  Jew  takes  with  him  to  the 
largest  city  or  the  smallest  hamlet,  which  sits  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  rich  Jew  who  wishes  to  forget  that 
he  is  a  Jew  as  well  as  upon  the  grimy  face  of  the 
poor  Jew  who  stands  at  the  door  of  the  Beth 
Ilamedash  begging  for  alms.  The  Jews  have  more 
than  the  defects  of  their  qualities  ;  they  are  despised 
for  them  ;  there  is  an  "  unsympathy "  for  Avhat  is 
best  in  them  ;  an  abhorrence  for  what  is  regarded  as 
their  particular  weaknesses.  Their  intellectuality  is 
as  much  a  defect  in  the  eyes  of  one  class  as  their 
business  acumen  is  described  as  low  cunning  by  the 
others  ;  we  have  even  seen  the  sobriety  of  the  Jews 
viewed  as  a  bad  quality,  persevered  in  by  the  Jews 
in  order  to  gain  an  unfair  advantage  over  the  less 
sober  people  among  whom  they  dwell.  When 
Marva  Egorovna  Shuvaloff  wrote  from  Xejin  in  1738 
to  the  Russian  Empress  Elizabeth  :  "  The  Jews  are 
very  numerous,  and  I  saw  them,  the  dogs,"  she 
crystallised  in  the  ultimate  expression  a  good  deal  ot 
the  world's  contempt  for  the  Jews.  Jewishness  is 
not  vice,  nor  a  distinctive  quality.  Lamb  had  an 
,;  unsympathy  "  for  the  Jews  ;  it  was  an  emotional 
prejudice,  an  innate,  instinctive  conception,  unreasoned 
but  fostered  by  religious  teaching  and  centuries  of 
custom.  The  Caucasian  races  are  non-pathetic  to  the 
Chinese  ;  the  Chinese  return  the  compliment  to  the 
West.  The  white  races  hold  the  red  and  black- 
skinned  peoples  in  contempt  on  account  of  their 
colour.  Josephus  had  even  to  prove  the  antiquity  of 
the  .lews  by  reason  of  Apion's  attack.  The  first  Jewish 
apologetic  writing  was  thus  penned  eighteen  hundred 
years  ago,  and  there   is  a  library  of  such   literature 
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extant.  The  old  Rabbis  found  that  Abraham  was 
persecuted  when  he  went  down  into  Egypt — the 
single  Jew — and  "sufferance  has  been  the  badge  of  all 
their  tribe  "  since.  We  cannot  outreason  the  emo- 
tional prejudice,  nor  can  we  prophecy  to  what  length 
it  will  go.  At  one  moment  it  expresses  itself  in  the 
belief  in  "  the  Jewish  smell,"  at  another  it  believes 
the  Jews  commit  ritual  murders  ;  here  we  find  it 
turned  into  a  charge  that  the  Jew  poisons  the  wells, 
there  in  the  form  that  the  Jew  is  an  economic  danger. 
It  designs  to  mark  out  the  Jew  at  one  time,  and 
desires  him  to  assimilate  at  another.  In  the  religious 
conception  it  is  due  to  the  belief  in  the  inferiority  of 
the  Jewish  soul.  Jewishness  is  the  stumbling-block 
of  the  Jew,  and  is  what  Heine  meant  when  he  called 
Judaism  "a  misfortune."  But  it  is  needless  to  enlarge 
upon  this  point  since  the  two  thinking  schools  in 
Jewry  have  from  opposite  standpoints  agreed  that 
the  inherent  characteristics  of  the  Jews  are  the  real 
cause  of  persecution  and  enmity. 

ASSIMILATION. 

In  the  Jewishntss  of  the  Jew  we  have  at  once  a 
cause  as  great  as  the  disease,  a  reason  for  the  spread 
of  prejudice  as  soon  as  the  number  of  -lews  in  a 
country  reaches  a  figure  which  shall  bring  this 
Jewishness  into  prominence.  But  a  quality  which 
is  inherent  in  a  race  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  how- 
ever much  the  Jew  might  be  inclined  to  get  rid  of 
it.  The  assimilating  school  have,  however,  attempted 
it.  Religiously,  they  have  tried  to  reduce,  as  far  as 
possible,  all  the  distinguishing  marks  of  Judaism  ; 


32       THE  NORMAL  FUTURE  AND  ITS  AVOIDANCE. 

in  the  practices  of  daily  life  they  abandon  what- 
ever is  demonstratively  Jewish,  and  lastly  there  have 
not  been  wanting  men  who  have  gone  to  the  logical 
conclusion  and  advocated  the  ending  of  Jewish 
trouble  by  the  destruction  of  the  Jewish  race. 
Certain  it  is  that  the  inlierent  Jewish  tendencies 
can  be  destroyed  by  wholesale  intermarriage  between 
'lews  and  non-Jews.  In  proportion  as  the  race 
determinedly  refrain  from  marriage  with  Jews  or 
the  immediate  descendants  of  Jews,  so  the  Jewish- 
ness  of  the  Jew  would  disappear.  The  out  and  out 
theorists  of  this  school  are  not  many,  and  they 
themselves  are  loth  to  practise  what  they  preach., 

MIXED     MARRIAGES. 

This  is  but  natural,  race-  do  not  marry  on  the 
basis  of  "  selection."  The  Jew.  ready  in  many  cases 
to  walk  to  the  brink  of  the  precipice,  declines  the 
final  step  to  racial  suicide,  and  the  world  at  large, 
not  loving  the  Jew,  is  not  inclined  to  give  its  sons 
and  daughters  to  the  embrace  of  the  Jew  or  Jewess. 
The  final  and  logical  plunge  is  thus  left  to  the 
individual,  who — notwithstanding  the  widespread 
teaching  of  Jew  and  non-Jew  as  to  the  utility  of 
mixed  marr'ages,  from  every  point  of  view — is 
heartily  condemned  by  the  Jews  for  his  secession, 
and  on  the  Continent  is  frequently  regarded  as 
equivalent  to  the  bar  sinister  on  the  family  escutcheon. 
Ii  is  to  this  that  we  owe  the  phenomenon  in  Germany 
of  the  children  of  the  mixed,  even  Christianized 
marriages  of  the  'fifties,  being  thrown  back  into  the 
arms  of  Jewrv  and  regarded  as  even  more  dangerous. 
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from  the  anti-Semitic  point  of  view,  than  the  more 
distinct  mass  of  Jews.  Whilst  clearer  headed  non- 
Jews  welcome  this  transfusion  of  blood,  it  is  but 
natural  that  the  balk  of  the  Jews,  despite  their  many 
advances  along  the  road  of  assimilation,  should 
refrain  from  the  extreme  step.  Only  the  hopeless 
individual  will  contemplate  suicide,  and  only  the 
hopeless  nation  will  contemplate  what  is  practically 
national  suicide.  Only  a  race  without  an  ideal  for  the 
future  would  in  the  blackest  hour  of  existence  con- 
template peacefully  the  writing  of  an  epitaph  in  the 
records  of  time  setting  forth  that  the  race  had  been, 
and  that  such  and  such  were  its  accomplishments, 
even  were  that  inscription  to  record,  in  accordance 
with  the  desire  of  the  most  spiritual  assimilators, 
that  this  race  had  yielded  its  spirit  of  Jewish  life 
in  order  to  encompass  the  welfare  of  mankind. 

THE     MISSION. 

That  flight  of  thought  which  invests  the  Jew  with 
a  mission  to  the  world,  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
Jew  yielding  his  spirit — a  magnificent  plea  for  mar- 
tyrdom— becomes  a  svmptom  of  that  melancholia 
which  is  degenerating,  an  insidious  danger  to  a 
people,  a  refuge  in  the  graveyard  where  the  weeping- 
willows  may  screen  the  elegist  from  the  ruder  facts 
of  life.  Whatever  the  Mission  may  mean  to  the 
-lew,  he  will  not  endeavour  to  attain  it  through 
racial  suicide,  his  faith  has  lived  through  life,  and 
martyrdom  has  been  to  him  at  times  a  necessity, 
never  an  ordeal,  that  in  his  view,  has  accomplished 
anything  except  that   of    giving   satisfaction   to   the 
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individual  who  preferred  death  rather  than  yield  his 
opinions.  Where  the  sense  of  duty  is  still  great  in 
the  Jew  he  is  willing  to  suffer  for  what  he  holds 
dear,  vet  he  prefers  ease.  He  recalls  with  pride  his 
long  roll  of  martyrs,  but  with  even  greater  pride  he 
remembers  those  who  fought  and  won.  Thus  even 
the  Mission  does  not  attract  him  actively  as  long- 
as  its  success  is  made  dependent  upon  the  expunging 
of  the  Jew  from  humanity's  Book  of  Life. 

VAIN    PROMISES. 

We  come  then  back  to  the  problem  of  the  Jewish 
future,  the  dark  page  growing  darker  and  darker 
with  the  destruction  of  Jewishness — the  prime  cause  of 
suffering — as  impossible.  We  have  seen,  and  we 
know,  that  the  Jew  seeks  life.  How  can  we  avoid 
that  normal  future  which,  black  with  misery,  may 
end  in  the  maiming  if  not  the  slow  death  of  the 
race  ?  How  are  we  to  relieve  suffering  in  the  mass, 
and  give  peace  and  hope  to  the  individual. 

Can  wre  feed  the  people  with  vain  hope  ?  Are  we 
justified  in  filling  the  public  mind  w7ith  Micawber's 
optimism,  "  something  will  turn  up  ?  "  Let  us  recall 
what  Mazzini,  the  builder  of  Italy  Redeemed,  wrote 
in  his  essay  "  Faith  and  Hope  "  :  "  They  wTho  preach 
patience  to  the  peoples  as  the  sole  remedy  for  the 
ills  by  which  they  are  oppressed,  or  who,  while  they 
admit  the  necessity  of  a  contest,  would  yet  leave  the 
initiative  to  be  taken  by  their  rulers,  do  not,  to  my 
thinking,  understand  the  state  of  things  coming  upon 
us.  They  mistake  the  character  of  the  ejDoch, 
unconsciously   betray   the   cause  they  seek   to  serve, 
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and  forget  that  the  mission  assigned  to  the  nineteenth 
century  is  profoundly  organic  ;  a  work  of  initiation 
and  renovation  only   to  be  fulfilled   in   spontaneity, 

frankness,  courage,  and  conscience When  the 

times  are  right  for  detaching  ourselves  from  the 
present  and  advancing  Towards  the  future  all 
hesitation  is  fatal  ;  it  enervates  and  dissolves."  Vain 
promises  will  not  serve  whether  they  come  from  the 
council  chamber  or  the  pulpit. 

WHERETO  ? 

We  therefore  turn  back  to  the  prime  cause  of 
misery  and  ask  ourselves,  can  we  not  turn  this 
Jewishness,  which  causes  us  to  suffer,  into  a  source 
of  happiness  and  well-being  ?  AVe  need,  we 
remember,  for  the  cure  of  a  world-wide  trouble 
a  cure  as  great  as  the  trouble — and  we  have  it  here 
to  hand  in  the  world-cause  of  our  misery.  Let  that 
which  hinders  us  help  us,  and  the  situation  is 
changed.  That  we  have  hoped  something  from  the 
future  is  clear  from  our  refusal  to  accept  wholesale 
and  complete  assimilation.  It  becomes  therefore 
necessary  to  examine  the  hope  which  strengthens  us. 
and  the  conditions  under  which  our  Jewishness  can 
be  of  service  to  us.  It  is  clear  that  though  we 
are  a  distinct  people,  we  are  a  non-possessing  one  ; 
that  though  we  are  spread  all  over  the  world,  we  ara 
without  a  centralised  force  ;  that  though  we  are 
everywhere  prominent,  we  are  nowhere  in  a  majoritv  : 
that  though  we  arc  governed  by  every  people  and  are 
loyal  to  every  government,  we  possess  no  government 
of  our  own.     [Appendix  Xote  V.] 

i)  2 
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Supposing  then  we  reverse  these  conditions.  Let 
us  imagine  we  have  a  land  of  our  own,  in  which  we 
are  the  ruling  majority,  where  our  loyalty  is 
exercised  towards  our  own  elected  government, 
where  we  have  a  centralised  force,  and  where  by  the 
very  nature  of  the  normal  conditions  our  Jewishness 
stands  us  in  good  stead,  where  the  heightening  of 
our  characteristics  become  signs  of  the  strengthening 
of  our  patriotism,  where  the  growth  of  our  powers 
will  redound  to  the  credit  and  advantage  of  the  mass, 
where  the  physical  condition  of  the  race  can  be 
improved,  and  where  we  shall  be  able  to  carry  on  our 
religion  on  our  own  terms,  where  assimilation  is  no 
longer  needed  :  where  we  again  become  a  nation 
invigorated  with  national  attributes,  and  the  flow  of 
Jewish  life  and  conceptions  can  proceed  unchecked  by 
the  fear  that  every  sign  of  it,  every  peculiarity, 
renders  us  the  sport  and  mock  of  mankind.  If  we 
can  obtain  these  conditions  for  the  mass,  or,  for  a 
significant  proportion  of  the  race,  then  the  cause  of 
our  suffering  will  be  turned  to  joy,  and  the  whole 
future  will  run  in  a  current  for  different  from  that 
which  we  imagined  at  the  outset.  Is  this  an 
imaginary  idea  ?  Does  it  run  contrary  to  that  hope 
which  has  helped  the  Jew  to  refuse  the  blandish- 
ments of  assimilation  ?  Is  it  at  variance  with  his 
conception  of  his  destiny  ?  Let  us  then  examine 
this  hope  and  conception  of   destiny. 
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There  is  no  serious  difficulty  in  stating  broadly  the 
character  of  the  hope  that  animated  Israel  in  the 
past,  and  which  still  moves  the  race  in  our  day. 
Religiously  it  is  expressed  by  the  belief  in  the 
Messiah  and  his  Advent  ;  nationally,  by  the  belief 
in  the  return  to  Palestine,  under  a  leader  who  shall 
be  a  scion  of  the  House  of  David,  who  shall  restore 
the  organic  centre  of  the  race,  and  give  great 
dominion  to  Israel.  We  have  here,  then,  a  belief 
in  a  bright  destiny  associated  with  a  given  land. 
As,  however,  these  conceptions  of  the  future  mingle 
faith  and  national  and  political  ideas,  we  enter  upon 
a  debatable  ground  already  strewn  with  the  wrecks 
of  many  mystical,  theological,  and  speculative 
readings.  As  each  man  is  said  to  conceive  God 
according  to  his  best  personal  attributes,  so  each 
may  imagine  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy  according 
to  his  own  conception  of  the  fitness  of  things,  and 
date  the  Advent  in  the  near  or  the  distant  future 
according  to  his  need  of  Messianic  succour.  We 
avoid  all  the  wastes  of  theological  wranfflines  since 
since  we  are  not  here  concerned  with  the  Advent, 
but  with  the  broad  conception  of  the  Messiah,  the 
Return,  and  their  relation  t<>  a  particular  land. 
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THE     BIBLICAL     PROMISE. 

Isolated  Biblical  text*  and  citations  are  excellent 
mottoes,  but  they  are  not  arguments.*  In  general, 
the  Bible  has  been  made  to  prove  by  various  schools 
that  it  is  monarchial,  republican,  socialistic,  com- 
munistic, theocratic,  and,  probably,  anarchistic. 
Every  encyclopediac  literature  suffers  this  fate. 
So,  on  the  Messianic  idea,  tne  Talmud  proves  through 
one  Rabbi  that  the  Messiah  was  in  the  days  of 
Hezekiah,  through  another  that  his  coming  is 
imminent.  One  Rabbi  clearly  believed  that  Israel 
could  appoint  a  Messiah,  or  aid  in  achieving  what  he 
had  to  accomplish.  A  Rabbi  could  no  doubt  be 
found  who  did  not  believe  in  any  Messiah,  and  as 
one  wrapped  the  idea  in  mysteries  and  the  super- 
natural, so  Maimonides  defined  the  Advent  as  a 
normal  though  remarkable  event  not  accompanide 
by  supernormal  manifestations.  We  do  not  dismiss 
both  Bible  and  Talmud,  but  we  can  only  view  them 
irom  the  totality  of  their  teachings,  and  the  im- 
pression these  teachings  made  upon  the  normal  Jew 
during  great  stretches  of  time. 

On  the  land,  then,  the  Bible  is  clear.  Palestine 
is  to  be  the  eternal  heritage  of  the  Jewish  race,  and 
the  future  of  that  race  is  to  be  bound  up  in  that  of 
the  land.     The   prophets   repeat  the  promise  in  the 

*  During  a  controversy  in  America,  it  was  proposed  to  decide  the 
character  of  a  Rabbi's  sermon  by  selecting  his  texts.  Another  Rabbi 
thereupon  offered  to  make  four  distinct  sermons  from  the  most  frequent 
ige  in  the  Five  Books,  -And  Gcd  said  unto  Moses."  A  separate 
stress  each  of  the  words  except  "  unto "  would  give  four  meanings  and 
suggest  four  subjects. 
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darkest  hours  ;  it  is  to  be  the  consolation  of  fallne 
Israel  that  they  will  repossess  it,  and  in  it  live  a 
great  and  glorious  national  life.  It  is  no  "spiritual" 
Zion  over  which  the  prophets  mourn,  but  Palestine  ; 
and  it  is  an  ornate  well-built  temple  concerning 
which  they  dream.  It  is  the  divine  promise  of 
national  life  which  sustains  them,  and  is  the  message 
they  deliver  to  their  suffering  brethren.  From  Zion 
they  had  been  exiled,  and  to  it  restored  ;  from  it 
again  they  are  exiled,  to  it  again  they  are  to  be 
restored. 

GROWTH     OF     MESSIAXISM. 

It  is  not  clear  when  the  idea  of  this  restoration 
was  first  associated  with  Israel's  great  and  most 
human  king,  but  we  find  the  Maccabees,  strongest 
of  the  national  leaders  of  Israel,  setting  aside  the 
title  of  kingship,  and  contenting  themselves  with 
that  of  prince.  Under  the  oppression  of  Rome 
the  mystic  element  enlarged — the  hope  grew  with 
its  necessity — and  in  the  last  days  of  Jerusalem 
we  are  faced  with  the  idea  that  the  Temple  could 
not  be  destroyed,  though  it  had  been  rebuilt  within 
the  memory  of  the  besieged  generation,  who,  too, 
knew  that  it  had  been  pillaged  and  desecrated  in 
their  own  time.  But  even  this  mysticism  did  not 
rob  the  Jew  of  the  clear  idea  that  he  was  lighting 
for  hearth  and  home,  that  he  desired  a  leader  who 
should  help  him  to  retain  Palestine  as  the  Jewish 
land,  and  who  should  retain  the  national  polity  in 
all  its  vigour,  and  with  all  possible  prestige. 
[Appendix,   Note  VI.] 
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MANY  "ZIONS." 

The  Jew  who  was  taken  captive  to  Rome  did  not 
regard  that  city  as  his  "  Zion."  His  mind  conceived 
only  one  Zion — and  so  did  all  his  descendants  for 
many  ages.  That  which  he  knew  was  in  Palestine, 
and  two  generations  after  he  lost  it,  in  130  C.E.,  he 
made  a  gallant  effort  to  regain  it.  These  men,  who 
for  more  than  a  year  organised  a  dangerous  conspiracy, 
who  gathered  amid  many  risks  in  the  Palestinean 
fastnesses,  who  spent  treasure  to  collect  arms,  who 
retook  Jerusalem,  and  who  fell  in  the  supreme 
struggle  at  Bethar,  who  yielded  life  as  no  race  has 
yielded  it  since,  stood  nearer  the  fount  of  Jewish 
ideality  than  our  generation,  and  it  had  no  con- 
ception of  Zions  in  London,  Washington,  or  Paris. 
They  thought  of  no  vague  Mission  to  the  world,  but 
they  knew  a  great  deal  as  to  desire  for  national  life, 
and  national  polity,  tradition,  and  history. 

The  idea  did  not  die  with  that  defeat.  There  was 
humanely  more  need  for  a  hope  than  ever,  and  it  had 
been  provided  for.  For  more  than  a  century  prior  to 
the  defeat  of  Israel,  the  single  spiritual  idea  of  Israel 
had  been  edged  round  by  a  fence,  secular  or  national 
practices  gradually  changing  to  religious  ordinances. 
[Appendix,  Note  VII.]  The  great  pragmatica 
seemed  designed  to  maintain  the  unity  of  a  race 
about  to  be  scattered  across  the  world,  the  religion 
was  so  wound  and  wound  round  the  belief  in  the 
necessity  of  possessing  Palestine  that  at  length  there 
was  no  Judaism  without  this  conception  of  Restora- 
tion,  no   prayer    but    referred    to    Zion.     It  was    as 
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though,  conscious  of  long  exile,  the  Rabbis  determined 
that  every  religious  art  should  be  used  to  keep  alive 
the  memory  of  what  had  been,  and  what  was  desired 
by  their  generation.     They  succeeded,  building  even 
better  than  they  knew.    The  race  still  believes  to-day, 
and  for  the  majority  there  is  only  one  Zion,  the  Zion. 
The  unity  of  the   race  was   maintained  ;  during  the 
great  scholastic  period  power  in  the  exiled  race  was 
vested    in    the    Princes  of  the  Captivity,   who  were 
teachers   and  leaders  in  one.      So  that  in  the  tenth 
century  of  this  era   we   still   meet   with  an  acknow- 
ledged exile,  and  a  leader  of  the  exiles.     Of  the  end 
of  Exilarchate,  Graetz  wrote  :  "  Thus   ended,  after  a 
period  of  seven  centuries,  the  Exilarchate,  which  had 
represented    a    kind    of    political     independence    for 
Judaism."  *      So  the  unity  had  not  disappeared  with 
the   fall   of   Jerusalem.      The    Jews    were    gradually 
scattered  more  and  more,  the  bonds  of  captivity  were 
put  on   them   in  their  homes.     There  was  no  power 
in  Israel  to  think  of  a  pitched  battle  for  restoration  ; 
it  became  impossible  for  the  Jew  to  thread   his  way 
through   the   high   road   of  Europe,  much  less  could 
he   dream   of    inarching   back,  an   army  of  warriors. 
We    find    that    in    the    mystic    period    the   idea  was 
associated  with  mysticism,  we  meet  it  in  the  warriors' 
day?   accompanied    by    the    alarms    of    war.    in    the 
religious  period  we  see  it  transformed  into  a  religious 
conception,  in  the  literary  period  we  mid  it  the  theme 
of  every   Jewish   poem,   and   when   again    mysticism 
raises  its  heal,  and  there  i>  an   hour  of  comparative 
freedom,  we  find  the  idea  burning  all  Israel,  and  the 

♦Graetz.  ■■  History  of  the  Jews,"  vol.  iii..  p.  206. 
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Stock  Exchanges  amazed  at  the  attempted  return  in 
the  17th  century.  [Appendix,  Note  YIIL]  We 
are  then  in  no  real  doubt  as  what  Israel  meant  by  its 
hope,  nor  as  to  the  seriousness  of  the  wish  for  the 
chief  point  in  Messianism — Palestine,  the  nation 
restored,  the  organic  centre  re-established. 

NATIONALISM. 

AVe  have  incidentally  established  in  this  brief 
historical  review  that  the  National  Ideal  in  Israel  has 
never  ceased  to  sway  the  race,  that  the  Jews 
regarded  themselves  as  a  national  unit.  Were  we  to 
examine  the  Prayer  Book  in  detail  we  would  find 
that  it  barely  knows  the  individual,  for  prayer  after 
prayer  seeks  national  well-being,  repents  national  sin, 
and  begs  for  national  salvation.  If,  then,  nationalistic 
aspirations  are  reactionary,  the  reaction  is  nearly  as 
old  as  the  Jewish  race.  We  have  seen  that  the 
Prince  of  the  Captivity  was  maintained  to  the  tenth 
century,  but  what  shall  we  say  when  we  enter  the 
Sephardic  Synagogue  on  the  Ninth  of  Ab  and  hear 
the  Reader,  rising  from  his  conchant  position  before 
the  draped  Ark,  proclaim  a  unique  calendar — the  roll 
of  the  vearsthat  Israel  has  spent  in  exile.  It  is  thus 
conceivable  that  a  Jew,  moved  by  this  plain  message 
of  national  degradation,  should  rise  and  endeavour, 
not  out  of  the  sense  of  need,  but  from  a  consideration 
of  the  claims  of  patriotism,  of  race  pride,  to  restore 
his  people  to  their  ancient  prestige.  That  man  need 
be  no  Chauvinist,  he  might  seek  to  claim  for  Israel 
nothing  more  than  national  equality  among  the 
nations    without   being  in  any  sense  aggressive  ;  he 
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might  be  moved  by  that  same  holy  spirit  which 
moved  the  Maccabees,  and  it  could  not  be  said  that 
he  had  borrowed  his  conception  of  nationality  and 
national  duties  from  anv  modern  movement  among; 
other  peoples. 


NATION    OR    COMMUNITY? 

The  Sanhedrion  appointed  by  Xapoleon  in  1806 
decided  that  France  was  Zion  ;  it  has  certainly 
proved  to  be  the  Valley  of  Gehenna  for  members  <  »f 
the  race.  Since  that  date  a  distinct  attempt  has 
been  made,  as  an  aid  to  that  assimilation  described  in 
an  earlier  part  of  this  argument,  to  destroy  the  belief 
in  nationality  among  the  Jews,  to  twist  Israel  into  a 
mere  religious  sect,  and  to  set  up  as  the  definition  of 
the  Jew  that  he  is  a  German,  a  Frenchman,  or  an 
Englishman  "of  the  Jewish  persuasion."  Pro!'. 
Schechter  lias  well  answered  this  in  his  "  Four 
Epistles  to  the  Jews  of  England'1:  "  The  doctrine 
professed  now  by  those  who  are  not  carried  away 
bv  the    new-fang;led   'yellow'  theology  is,   there   is 

J  mi  O  • 

no  Judaism  without  the  Jews  and  no  Jews  without 
Judaism.  We  can  thus  only  be  Jews  of  Jewish 
persuasion."  Even  the  assimilator  has  acknowledged 
that  Philo  would  nol  have  understood  the  question, 
and  we  have  seen  how  Graetz  regards  the  Exilarchate. 
Happily  for  the  future  of  the  Jews,  the  world  declines 
to  regard  them  of  a  mere  persuasion,  and  the  mass 
of  the  Jews  will  not  listen  to  this  spurious  assimi- 
lative doctrine.      In   order  to   arrive   at  it,  however, 
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the  modern  conception  of  the  status  of  citizenship 
has  teen  mixed  with  that  of  nationhood,  and  the 
argument  has  even  been  bolstered  up  by  making 
the  Empire  itself  the  unit  of  empire.  It  is  im- 
possible, within  this  limited  space,  to  argue  and 
state  the  facts  of  legal  nationality,  and  the 
international  political  view  of  nationality,  and 
compare  them  with  those  of  natural  and  real 
nationality.  Suffice  it  that  religion  and  polity  have 
carried  on  the  idea  of  nationhood  for  more  than 
2,000  years  to  this  day,  and  that  the  only  English 
document  that  bears  on  the  question,  and  which  is  at 
once  authoritative,  is  Avhat  Graetz  terms  a  "  portion 
of  the  history  of  modern  Jews  related  by  the  Queen 
(Victoria)  herself."  The  permit  to  Sir  Moses 
Montefiore  to  bear  supporters  to  his  arms,  for  his 
share  in  ending  the  Damascus  incident,  speaks  of 
Montefiore's  "  persevering  efforts  on  behalf  of  his 
suffering  and  persecuted  brethren  in  the  East,  and  of 
his  Xation  in  general."  *  Herein,  too,  it  is  seen  that 
the  recognition  of  Jewish  nationhood  was  not  a 
disqualification  of  the  citizenship  of  a  foremost  Jew, 
and  that  no  one  doubted  his  loyalty  because  he 
accepted  this  royal  designation  of  his  position.  It 
could  be  proved  that  so  far  are  the  Jews  national — 
even  the  advocates  of  the  "  persuasion  "  theory — 
that  the  majority  of  Jewish  institutions  are  national 
in  their  character  ;  that  is  they  ignore,  as  does  the 
individual  Jew  in  daily  life,  all  religious  differences, 
and  devote  themselves  to  the  secular  affairs  of  the 
Jews. 

*  Oraetz.  "  History  of  the  Jews."     Vol.  V.    p.  1 10. 
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It  is  well  we  should  realise  that  this  is  no  dialeti- 
cal  argument.  Ewald  introduces  his  "  History  of 
Israel"  (London,  1869),  with  the  words  "the 
history  of  the  ancient  people  of  Israel  lies  far  behind 
us,  a  concluded  period  of  human  events.  Its  last 
page  was  written  eighteen  centuries  ago  ;  and  no  one 
able  to  read  it,  or  even  to  decipher  a  few  of  its  hardlv 
legible  characters,  will  expect  from  the  future  a  new 
page  to  complete  this  chapter  of  the  world's  history." 
The  conclusion  is  a  pendant  to  the  fact.  If  the  Jews 
are  a  mere  religious  sect  the}'  must  disappear.  The 
mocking  hopes  of  the  Prayer  Book  must  be  ended 
and  the  yearnings  of  the  race  cmenched.  A  sect 
cannot  take  to  itself  nationalism,  and  it  has  no 
national  impetus  to  continue,  to  rebuild,  and  to 
re-create.  If  Ewald  were  right,  and  our  pulpits  with 
him,  then  the  book  of  life  is  closed  for  Israel,  and 
what  is  now  of  Israel  is  but  that  shimmer  of  vitalitv 
which  rests  on  every  new  corpse,  and  which  lights  in 
ghostly  fashion  every  reaped  field  just  after  the  sun  has 
set.  Our  own  historian,  Graetz,  believed  nothing  of 
the  kind.  He  feces  the  great  change  of  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century  with  the  question  "  Can 
a  people  be  born  in  one  day — or  can  a  nation  be 
regenerated  ?  "  and  he  answers  it  in  the  affirmative. 
This  historian  entirely  clears  the  ground  for  us  by 
observing  i- the  history  [of  the  Jews]  after  the 
Talmudic  period  has  always  a  national  character," 
and  he  emphasises  this  by  adding,  "  it  is  in  no  way 
mere  (keineswer/i  blosse)  religion  or  church  history." 
And   I.  Disraeli*   wrote  of  us  as  "struck  out  of  the 

*  "Genius  of  Judaism."     London.     (1833.) 
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number  of  nations,  yet  still  a  nation."  The  Jewish 
nation  is  not  dead  either  in  spirit  or  in  the  flesh  ; 
there  are  those  within  its  gates  who  would  sell  its 
birthright  for  any  mess  of  pottage. 


MEETING   POINTS 

We  began  the  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  Israel's 
hope  in  order  to  discover  its  possible  relation  to  the 
proposal  to  re-establish  the  Jews  in  some  centre  ;  we 
find  in  the  end  that  quite  apart  from  that  need  the 
Jews  are  animated  with  the  hope  that  such  a  centre 
shall  be  established  in  Palestine.  We  might  have 
sought  for  some  impetus  which  should  make  the 
Jews  eager  to  undertake  such  a  task,  we  find  one 
more  distinct  than  necessity,  a  Xational  Idea  bound 
up  in  a  Return  and  a  reorganisation  in  a  given 
country.  Were  we  to  act  on  the  basis  of  pressing- 
requirements,  any  land  that  offered  us  facilities  would 
suit  our  purposes — though  the  writer  reserves  his 
opinion  on  the  question  of  ultimate  success — and  our 
new  nationality  might  be  said  to  bear  the  imprint  of 
the  forces  that  brought  it  into  existence.  But  if  we 
fall  back  on  the  historic  race  hope,  then  our  needs 
simply  press  us  to  realise  the  ideal  with  all  possible 
speed.  The  need  drives  the  ideal  onward  ;  the  ideal 
casts  the  shape  of  the  scheme  which  shall  solve  our 
difficulties.  The  realisation  of  the  ideal  had  its 
advocates  before  need  was  pressing.*  the  pressure  led 

*  Moritz    Hess.      "Rome    and    Jerusalem."     (1862.)      Who   quotes 
"  Die  Neue  Orientalische  Frage,''  by  Ernest  Laharanne.     (1812.) 
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first  to  suggestions  which  ignored  the  ideal.*  But 
the  voice  of  the  Jewish  people  refused  the  release 
from  suffering  without  it  passed  along  the  roads  of 
the  ancient  ideal,  and  the  idealists,  men  with  hope 
but  without  plans,  were  the  first  to  perceive  the 
claims  made  by  Jewry  for  emancipation.  Thus,  not 
only  had  one  issue  answered  to  the  other,  but  the 
need  and  the  hope  were  united,  necessity  embraced 
national  aspiration,  and  this  unity  of  misery  in  the 
present  and  belief  in  glorious  destiny  was  called 
Zionism. 


•  Pinsker's  •■Auto-Emancipation."     1882. 
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Well  might  George  Eliot  conceive  the  phrase  for 
the  Jew  :  "  Who  shall  say,  '  the  fountain  of  their 
life  is  dried  up,  they  shall  for  ever  cease  to  be  a 
nation  ?  '  Who  shall  say  it  ?  Not  he  who  feels  the 
life  of  his  people  stirring  within  his  own."*  At  the 
extreme  of  circumstances,  when  the  shadows  had 
fallen  thick  and  fast,  when  all  seemed  at  an  end,  when 
de-Judaisation  was  the  watchword  of  every  modern 
pulpit,  when  ail  seemed  at  an  end,  when  the  high 
places  in  the  synagogue  were  given  to  those  who 
believed  least  in  the  distinct  destiny  of  the  Jew, 
when  the  cultured  youth  of  Jewry  was  bent  on 
despising  its  forbears,  when  the  torrent  of  suffering 
was  widening  into  a  powerful  stream  promising  to 
carry  all  before  it.  when  the  oligarchies  who  ruled 
communalised  Jewry  were  bankrupt  of  schemes,  then — 
the  old  hope  showed  itself  to  be  burning  in  dim  recesses 
and  was  ready  to  flame  again  and  purify  the  life  of 
Israel.     Formulated  as  a  principle  in  1882,  Zionism  f 

*  Mordecai  in  '•  Daniel  Deronda.'"     1878. 
f  Linienblum"s  "  Regeneration  of  Israel." 
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spread  throughout  Russia,  but  hampered  by  local 
conditions  it  presented  itself  to  the  few  sympathisers 
in  the  West  as  an  idea  wedded  to  one  method  of 
realisation.  The  idea  -was  not  vet  mature,  the 
totality  of  the  need  of  Israel  had  not  been  orauo-ed, 
and  hence  the  detailed  character  of  the  remedy  could 
not  be  set  forth.  But  this  Zionism,  linked  to  its  one 
method  of  colonisation,  moved  by  its  one  desire  to  do 
something,1  and  to  do  it  quickly,  accomplished  cne 
great  preliminary  task,  it  removed  the  reproach  of 
barreness*  from  Palestine,  and  it  set  at  rest  the 
doubt  whether  the  Jews  could  ever  become  tillers  of 
the  soil.  "When  it  did  this,  and  had  incidentally 
proved  that  Jerusalem  was  no  mere  geographical 
expression  to  the  Jews,  and  had  thus  shown  that  the 
Jews  were  willing  to  sacrifice  something  for  their 
ancient  cause,  Chovevi  Zionism  had  accomplished  its 
part  in  the  economy  of  Jewish  aspiration. 

In  1896  Dr.  Herzl  headed  a  broader  effort. f  It 
was  still  the  old  combination  of  Zion  and  need  that 
interested  the  Jewish  people,  but  a  great  mass  of  new 
facts  submitted  themselves  to  the  student  who, 
educated  in  the  West,  was  willing  to  apply  economic 
and  political  science  to  the  consideration  of  the 
problem.  How  could  the  end  be  attained  ?  It  was 
found  from  the  stud}'  of  human  history  that  only  a 
really  national  effort  could  effect  a  national  emanci- 
pation, and  that  such  a  postulate  involved  the  people 
having  a  voice  in  the  methods  to  be  adopted,  as  well 
as  personal  responsibility  in  their  utilisation.      It  was 

*  On  this  see  Conclcr.   Wilson,  Warrln,  Burton  and  Oliphant.  and 
H.B.M.  Consular  Reports. 

f  ••  The  Jewish  State.''     London,  1896.     (Now  out  of  print}, 
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found  that  there  is  a  point  where  charity  not  only 
degrades  a  people,*  but  where  it  is  unable  to  render 
succour  to  a  people  :  it  was  discovered,  too,  that  only 
a  national  sentiment  would  meet  with  response  from 
the  mass  of  the  Jewish  people,  and  that  only  the 
sentimental  love  of  the  land  kept  a  peasant  class  in 
its  peasant  status. 

THE    CONGRESSES. 

The  objective  decided,  it  became  necessary  to 
convene  the  Jewish  people  in  Council.  The  first 
Zionist  Congress,  held  in  Basle  in  1897,  represented 
this  gathering  of  the  ancient  clans  ;  its  meeting1 
quietly  removed  the  government  of  Jewry  from  the 
hands  of  a  few  almost  self-elected  bodies  and  placed 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  masses  of  the  people.  It 
was  a  real  "revolution  made  with  rosewater."  The 
organic  centre  of  the  race  was  at  one  effort  re-estab- 
lished.  Jewry  stood  on  firmer  ground  than  it  had 
done  since  the  death  of  the  last  of  the  Princes  of  the 
Captivity  ;  the  revived  unity  was  as  great  as  that 
which  animated  the  Jews  when  led  into  Rome,  and 
even  if  still  in  chains,  still  in  exile,  the  men 
assembled  at  that  Congress  felt  as  near  Jerusalem 
in  spirit  as  those  forbears  who  had  lingered  to  gaze 
on  its  smoking  ruins,  and  they  heard  the  same 
message. f  The  long  gone  past  rolled  back  in 
mighty  waves  of  overwhelming  emotion,  for,  led  by 
modern   men,  by  men  who   are   far  from  vapouring 

*  Spencer's  "The  Study  of  Sociology." 

t  At  a  festival  in  Basle  Dr.  Nordau  repeated  the  legend  of  the  cry 
from  Rachel's  tomb.  i-  Rachel  calling-  unto  her  children." 
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sentimentality,  this  rejoined  family  took  its  ancient 
oath,  "  If  I  forget  thee,  0  Jerusalem,  let  my  right 
hand  forget  its  cunning.''  *  It  was  evident  that  not 
only  was  the  Jewish  nation  still  alive,  but  that  the 
vital  spark  in  Israel  was  the  feeling  of  nationality 
joined  to  love  of  Palestine.  If  the  Congress  had  so 
ended  its  meeting  would  still  rank  as  an  achieve- 
ment unparalled  in  the  records  of  the  Jews,  or  of 
any  other  nation,  and  the  credit  of  it  belongs  to  the 
Zionists  who  convened  it.  But  the  Congress  pro- 
ceeded upon  its  set  road.  It  designed  the  first  rude 
basis  of  permanent  unity,  it  established  the  equality 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Jewish  race,  it  outlined 
the  methods  of  future  operations,  and  planned  the 
organisation  which,  whilst  uniting  those  already  in 
agreement,  should  win  to  the  cause  and  its  programme 
the  tens  of  thousands  who  were  lukewarm  and 
passive.  [Appendix,  Xote  IX.]  In  succeeding 
years  this  Council  of  the  Jewish  Nation  created  the 
financial  instrument  which  should  help  in  carrying 
out  the  objective  of  the  Movement — the  Jewish 
Colonial  Trust,  Limited,  with  a  nominal  capital  of 
£2,000,000  in  £l  Shares  ;  the  Congresses  moulded 
the  form  of  the  organisation  which  is  to  give  practical 
utility  to  the  growing  sense  of  unity,  and  it  began 
investigating  the  minor  conditions  of  Jewish  life 
with  a  view  to  equipping  the  returning  Jew  with 
the  best  sentiments,  the  highest  ideals,  and  the 
utmost  knowledge  of  all  that  is  necessary  to  the 
highest  citizenship.  The  movement  now  growing 
gave  a  new  impetus  to  the  rational  study  of  Hebrew'. 


This  wj-s  at  the  late  Prof.  Schapir/s  >ucrse<tion. 
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it  drew  thousands  and  thousands  within  the  body  of 
the  nation,  it  checked  assimilation,  it  gave  a  hope  to 
millions  of  sufferers,  and  it  taught  a  dejected  host 
discipline,  self-respect,  and  the  new  dignity  of 
marching"  under  a  Jewish  flao\ 

If  this  were  all,  if  Zionism  did  nothing  more  for 
a  generation,  could  we  not  claim  these  as  remarkable 
achievements,  and  could  we  not  say  that  they  were 
no  idle  words  which  at  the  first  Congress  defined 
Zionism  "as  the  return  home  of  Judaism,  even 
before  the  return  to  the  land  of  the  Jews.'1* 
To  Judaism,  the  ideal,  the  aspiration,  not  to  the 
empty  synagogue,  with  its  messageless  Rabbis,  but 
a  yielding  of  the  spirit  to  the  mass,  a  willingness 
to  share  the  fate  and  destiny  of  the  mass,  a  burning 
desire  to  be  active,  to  contrive  daily  for  the  well- 
being  of  the  race,  to  restore  the  glamour  that  once 
suffused  this  ancient  people,  and  to  sacrifice  for 
posterity. 

In  the  direct  line  towards  the  end,  political 
negotiations  have  been  undertaken.  AYe  shall  only 
pronounce  upon  their  merits  when  all  their  results 
are  known.  But  the  reception  accorded  a  deputation 
of  the  leaders  by  the  German  Emperor  in  1899,  and 
the  audience  granted  by  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  in 
1901,  have  achieved  two  notable  results  ;  the  Powers 
have  been  brought  face  to  face  with  the  Jewish 
Problem  and  Jewish  desires,  and  the  idle  charge  that 
politically  the  resettlement  of  the  Jews  in  Palestine 
is  impossible  has  been  shown,  to  say  the  least,  to  be 
premature. 

*  Dr.  Herzl's  opening  address.     (See  first  Congress  report). 
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We  have  demonstrated  the  needs  of  the  Jews 
to-day,  the  necessity  for  emancipation,  the  nature  of 
idealism  and  its  association  with  Palestine  ;  Ave  have 
shown  how  need  and  ideal  have  joined  hands  ;  we 
have  shown  how  the  Zionist  Movement  took  shape, 
and  we  have  sketched  the  character  of  its  achieve- 
ments ;  we  have  broadly  shown  that  it  touches  every 
phase  of  Jewish  life,  and  that  it  carries  a  message  of 
healing  and  comfort  to  Israel.  We  could  show 
incidentally  what  is  possible  in  the  future  of  Zion, 
and  how  the  complex  problems  of  Jewish  life  would 
solve  themselves  in  detail.  We  could  even  show 
how  the  solution  would  affect  the  large  groups  of 
Jews  in  the  Western  cities  who  have  no  desire  to 
return  to  Zion,  and  that  it  would  not  injure  their 
position  ;  we  might  even  go  beyond  that  and 
demonstrate  the  nature  of  that  paradox,  that  the 
Western  Jews,  dead  to  national  sentiments,  are  still 
in  some  stransre  fashion  moved  by  the  thoughts  of 
the  "  songs  of  Zion  and  the  music  of  Jerusalem." 
But  we  leave  this  task  for  the  present,  together  with 
an  inquiry  into  the  vagaries  of  communal  life  that 
prove  the  Zionism  of  the  avowed  an ti- Zionists. 

For  the  moment  we  direct  attention  to  other 
thoughts.  We  ask  ourselves  what  have  the  official 
Jewish   communities   done    in     the    past    twenty-five 
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years  to  remedy  evils  of  which  they  were  not  in 
ignorance  ?  They  have  never  endeavoured  to 
cope  with  the  huge  problem,  though  they  have 
not  been  wanting  in  the  cause  of  charity.  The 
only  effort  made  to  deal  with  the  Jewish  Question 
in  a  large  measure  was  made  by  a  single  individual, 
the  late  Baron  de  Hirsch,  and  the  result  was  the 
scheme  of  a  single  man  who  ignored,  or  was  in 
ignorance  of,  the  sentiments  of  the  Jewish  people. 
Some  minor  attempts  to  deal  with  local  problems 
can  be  put  to  the  credit  of  communal  leaders,  but 
even  here  can  a  single  success  be  put  to  their  credit  ? 
And  in  the  case  of  Zionism  ;  in  the  heedless 
desire  to  reverse  the  ideal  and  cling  to  the  skirts  of 
the  nations,  the  communities  .met  it  first,  through 
their  leaders,  with  the  criticism  that  it  was  an 
"egregious  blunder,"  and  in  1897  the  First  Congress 
was  opposed  with  the  manifesto  of  the  Protest 
Rabbis,  and  the  Movement  had  to  face  attacks, 
insidious,  malignant,  and  often  personal,  through 
the  anxious  years  from  1898  to  1900.  The  triumph 
of  Zionism  has  come  through  accomplished  facts, 
through  the  sacrifices  of  the  poor  Jews,  and  the 
ability,  earnestness,  and  forethought  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Movement.  If  Zionism  has  accomplished 
no  more  what  cause  for  wonder  ;  if  it  had  achieved 
much  less  there  would  have  been  no  reason  for 
surprise,  for  the  labour  has  been  surrounded  with 
opposition,  by  word  and  by  deed,  by  criticism  and 
by  intimidation,  by  direct  efforts  to  thwart  it  in 
practice  and  by  describing  it  as  unpatriotic  in 
theory ;  though  not  a  single  non-Jew  has  opposed 
the  4dea   or   thought  it  wrong.     Yet  the  poor  Jew 
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begins  to  triumph,  and  his  pence  make  up  the 
financial   credit   of    his  nation. 

But  let  us  forget  the  hatred,  opposition,  and  the 
wilder  spleen  of  criticism.  Our  whole  nation  is 
in  travail.  [Appendix,  Note  X.]  Every  Ghetto 
wishes  to  discharge  itself  of  its  hosts  and  every 
land  is  visited  by  the  ancient  spectre  of  Jew  hatred, 
the  "Hep,  Hep"  finds  echo  across  the  seas.  Shall 
we  not  rid  ourselves  of  the  old  reproach,  and  reply 
to  it  "  Jerusalem  is  regained,"  we  "  have  raised 
our  people  to  the  status  of  a  nation  among  the 
nations." 

The  power  of  numbers  has  brought  us  thus  far, 
and  increase  of  our  ranks  will  carry  us  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  goal,  towards  the  uplifting  of  the 
race,  and  the  fulfilment  of  our  destiny.  Were  you, 
reader,  in  Babylon  of  old,  Mould  you  choose  to  be 
of  the  Jeshuruns  who  stayed  behind  and  were  lost 
in  the  maze  of  races,  or  would  you  have  gone  with 
the  meek,  the  poor,  the  humble,  and  the  Levites 
who  rebuilt  Zion  and  re-created  the  Jewish  nation  ? 
And   Babylon   is  here,  and   we  are   in  exile  ! 

Choose  then  for  yourself,  by  the  heritage  of 
your  race,  the  equality  of  the  individual  Jew, 
whether  you  wish  to  live  and  give  life  to  Israel 
in  the  future  ;  or  whether  you  wish  you  and  yours 
and  all  Israel,  to  go  down  into  the  pit,  into  the 
silence  of  the  tomb  of  history.  Choose  now,  the 
hour  approaches  when  there  will  be  no  opportunity 
for  choice,  nor  for   vain  temporisings. 

Release  yourself  from  the  enslaving  fetters  of 
self-satisfaction  with  your  lot  ;  close  not  your  eyes 
to  the  omens   of  the  future.     Not  out  of  need  but 
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out  of  love  ;  not  from  fear  but  from  hope  ;  not  for 
what  has  been  attained  but  for  what  ought  to  be 
achieved.  Leap  to  the  old  heroic  plane  of  an 
Israel  that  seeks  the  nobler  if  the  harder  path  of 
life. 

Renew  within  yourself  the  love  of  nation  ;  quicken 
within  the  nation  the  glow  of  life,  and  press  on 
in  the  inarch  to  Zion.  What  though  the  road  be 
long  and  the  path  uphill  :  what  though  the  throng 
of  Israel  is  enshadowed  by  night,  there  is  dawn 
beyond  ;  there  will  be  dawn  because  you  will  it. 
Stand  under  the  banner  of  your  race  and  from  the 
serried  ranks  of  Israel  will  come  your  blessing, 
the  light  translucent  that  thrice  we  lit  for  humanity, 
and  that  we,  who  alone  possess  the  secret  of  the 
holy  flame,   shall   light  again. 

Help  Israel  to  help  itself,  and  in  that  aid  help 
in  the  re-birth  of  the  ideal,  the  aspiration,  and  hope 
of  humanity. 

Even  as  you  move  the 
horizon  ;  it  recedes  again 
chosen,  the  destined  track, 
the   ideal  !  " 


light  quivers  on  the 
follow  the  one,  the 
"  Endless,  endless   is 
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NOTE    I. 

On  the  Brevity  of  Emancipation. 

The  brevity  of  the  complete  emancipation  period,  during  which  the 
Jews  may  oe  said  in  Western  Europe  to  have  been  free  from  persecution, 
though  this  even  cannot  be  wholly  admitted  as  historically  true,  is 
shown  by  the  following  facts  :  The  Jews  were  emancipated  in  France 
in  1 791,  in  Germany  in  1812.  tolerated  in  Austria  and  in  Russia  in  L782, 
emancipated  in  Tuscany  in  1848,  in  England  in  1858,  in  Switzerland  in 
1866  ;  in  Hungary  (where  it  was  begun  in  1849)  in  1867,  in  Austria  in 
1848,  and  in  Italy  in  1868.  They  were  first  allowed  to  return  to  Spain  in 
1855.  The  last  of  the  Test  Acts  were  removed  in  England  in  1872.  and 
the  demolition  of  the  Eoman  Ghetto  was  only  completed  in  1889.  In 
fixing  then  the  heyday  of  emancipation  at  1870  we  are  correct.  Only 
two  measures  go  beyond  what  was  attained  by  that  date,  the  Tolerance 
Clause  of  the  Berlin  Treaty.  1878,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  area  of 
djinicile  Jews  of  the  first  guild  in  Russia,  ls79.  but  already  the  anti- 
Jewish  movement  was  in  swing,  and  18S0,  that  is  ten  years,  ends  the 
pjriod  of  genuine  emancipation.  There  was  an  interpellation  in  the 
Prussian  Landtag  in  1880  on  the  Judenhetze.  After  that  events  are 
clearer  to  the  mind  of  the  present  generation,  but  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  first  Irish  agitation  against  the  Jews  (Dublin  and 
Limerick,  1886-7)  was  only  twenty-eight  years  after  the  first  Jew  entered 
the  British  House  of  Commons,  that  the  abolition  of  the  Shechita  by  the 
referendum  in  Switzerland  in  IS92,  came  only  twenty— ix  years  after  the 
emancipation  of  the  Jews  in  that  country.  The  obvious  deduction  from 
the  sequence  of  events,  omitting  the  Republican  and  Napoleonic 
enfranchisements,  which  were  mathematical  and  mechanical,  not  conscii  >us 
and  specific  acts — is  that  the  generation  that  granted  or  agreed  to  the 
complete  equality  of  the  Jew,  had  in  a  measure  repented  its  doctrine-  in 
its  old  age  and  did  not  resist  the  efforts  made  by  its  children  to  undo  its 
good  work.  The  reaction  follows  in  some  cases  so  swiftly  that  we  may 
regard  the  political  enfranchisement  and  social  boycott  as  the  work  of 
one  and  the  same  generation.  The  legal  status  of  equality  proves  itself 
then  to  be  a  reed  of  slender  growth.  Graetz  dates  the  anti-Semitic 
Movement  even  earlier,  for  he  refers  to  i:  in  historv  which  closes  with 
1370". 
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NOTE  IT. 
On  the  increase  of  Persecution. 

It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  position  of  the  Jews  in  Russia  was 
at  all  times  but  one  of  toleration.  The  rights  and  privileges  granted 
them  were  advances  made  in  accordance  with  the  needs  of  trade  and  the 
possibilities  of  exploiting  the  Jews,  not  based  on  any  broad  conception  of 
right.  The  remarkable  change  in  the  Russian  attitude  is  that  whereas 
in  1879  it  was  still  proceeding  to  enlarge  the  area  of  Jewish  riot,  no 
sooner  had  the  populace  in  1881  at  Elizabethgrad  risen  against  the  Jews 
than  every  old  law  and  charter  was  reinvoked  against  the  Jews.  The 
expulsions  from  the  larger  cities  and  the  frontier  towns  to  the  Pale  of 
Settlement  was  effected  by  making  the  law  retro-active,  and  these  series 
of  laws  have  since  not  only  been  confirmed  in  spirit  and  practice,  but 
have  been  administered  harshly,  and  have  been  added  to  in  order  to  keep 
the  Jews  separate  as  a  people  and  in  the  end  to  destroy  them. 

As  to  general  increase  of  persecution  we  point  to  the  continuous 
rioting  in  Russia,  then  in  Roumania  and  the  renewal  of  disturbances  in 
1SS)0  in  Russia,  and  then  the  continuance  of  such  conditions  from  1890  to 
11)00  in  Greece,  Bohemia,  then  in  Austria,  Galicia ;  Bohemia,  Galicia, 
Austria  (Vienna)  and  in  France,  in  Oran  and  other  parts  of  Algeria.  The 
Blood  Accusation  has  during  the  past  decade  been  notoriously  raised  in 
Vienna,  in  Rajova,  Bulgaria,  in  Kohn  Bohemia  (1892-S)  at  Xanten  and 
Konitz  in  Germany,  two  important  trials,  and  in  Bohemia  again  in  the 
still  unsettled  case  of  Polna.  A  dozen  cases  of  second-class  importance 
could  be  cited. 

The  Araten  case  in  Galicia,  in  which  even  the  Emperor  of  Austria  could 
not  restore  a  Jewess  to  her  parents,  revealed  the  existence  of  a  plot  for 
the  regular  kidnapping  of  Jewesses  (1900). 

The  anti-Semitic  parties  are  a  quantity  now  reckoned  with  by  poli- 
ticians in  France,  Austria  and  Germany.  In  Italy  anti-Semitism  has  had 
the  approval  of  the  Papal  organs,  and  the  contumaceous  attack  of  the 
Pope  on  the  Jews  after  the  assassination  of  Mr.  McKinley  is  fresh  in 
the  public  mind.  The  statement  that  the  Jewish  position  tends  to  become 
worse  has  the  support  of  figures  and  facts. 

NOTE     III. 
On  the  early  Assimilation  of  French  Jews. 

The  following  notable  passage  occurs  in  a  curiously  interesting  book 
"  Narrative  of  a  Mission  of  Inquiry  to  the  Jews  from  the  Church  of 
Scotland  in  1839"  (Edinburgh  1814)  "Paris,  April  15.  In  regard  to  the 
Jews  we  found  that  they  are  not  numerous,  and  are  mostly  infidels.  They 
have  a  synagogue  and  it  is  here  that  Rabbi  Cahan  has  published  his 
translation  of  the  Old  Testament,  a  work  so  imbued  with  Neology, 
that  many  even  of  his  o*vn  congregation  are  disgusted  with  it.  .  .  . 
They  (the  Jews)  are  scattered  through  the  mass  of  the  population  and 
thus  are  lost  to  the  Christian  eye  " 

The  same  book  tells  us  concerning  Marseilles,  "  We  found  time  to  call 
on  the  Rabbi,  a  smart  Frenchman  ...  he  denies  the  restoration  of  Israel 
to  their  own  land  ;  and  disbelieves  the  promise  of  a  Messiah."  In 
Genoa  these  Scotch  pastors  found  "  the  Jews  here  are  not  strict  in  their 
religious  observances,"  but  often  do  business  on  the  Sabbath.  In  Ancona 
the  Jews  were  orthodox,  and  in  the  Leghorn  synagogue  they  found  a 
Zedoka  box  with  the  inscription  "  For  the  land  of  Israel  let  the  temple  be 
built  and  erected  speedily  in  our  days."  Chancellor  Ouzielli  told  the 
missionaries  that  the  Jews  of  Leghorn  who  then  sent  £800  annually 
to  Palestine,  believed  in  the  restoration  of  their  nation  to  the  Holy  Land  ; 
but,  added  the  Chancellor,  it  is  "plu  credenxa,  chc  desiderio,  the  more  a 
belief  of  the  head,  than  a  desire  of  the  heart." 
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NOTE  IV. 

On  the  Receptivity  of  Jews  in  each  country. 

The  ••  Jewish  Year  Book  "  (5662)  contains  an  interesting  table  showing 
the  percentage  of  Jews  to  to  the  total  population  in  each  country.  In 
Morocco,  where  the  Jews  live  in  Mellahs  or  Ghettos,  it  is  30  per  cent.  In 
Roumania  its  4'9',  Russia  4  64.  in  Austro-Hungary  4.31  (about  10  per 
cent  for  Vienna)  in  Holland  1'99,  United  States  1  '39  ;  Germany  I -09  ; 
Bulgaria  0*85  :  Canada  0-58  ;  South  Africa  0-44  :  Great  Britain  0.39  ; 
Switzerland  0*33  :  France  0"22  :  Italy  0'13  ;  Belgium  0'06.  On  the  basis 
of  figures  there  is  no  ground  for  the  cry  of  jviverie  in  France,  where  there 
is  one  Jew  in  every  500  of  the  population.  In  England  there  is  one  Jew 
in  every  300  of  the  population  and  the  cry  is  "  halt.'' 


NOTE  V. 

Ox  the  Effect  of  the  Position  of  the  Jew. 

••  The  humiliated  and  despistd  Jews  represent  an  element  of  the 
population  on  which  feelings  of  accumulated  discontent  arising  from 
]  articular  causes  can  be  most  conveniently  vented  without  the  risk  of 
encountering  an  opposition  en  the  part  of  the  victims,  or  remonstrances 
from  'he  o  her  classes,  who  generally  treat  such  outrages,  if  not  with 
svmpathy,   then   with  indifference.'' — "The  Jewish  Question  in  Russia'" 

NOTE  VI. 
On  the  Nationalistic  Character  of  the  Messianic  Idea. 

'•  A  mighty  dream  haunted  the  Jewish  people  for  centuries,  con- 
stantly renewing  its  youth  in  its  decrepitude.  Foreign  to  the  theory 
of  individual  recompense  which  the  Greeks  diffused  under  the  name  of  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  Juda>a  concentrated  on  her  future  as  a  nation 
all  her  power  of  love  and  longing.  She  believed  that  she  possessed 
divine  promises  of  a  boundless  future  ;  and  as  the  bitter  reality  from 
the  ninth  century  before  our  era,  gave  the  dominion  of  the  world  more 
and  more  to  mere  strength,  and  brutality  crushe  1  these  aspirations,  she 
took  her  stand  in  the  union  of  the  most  impossible  ideas,  and  attempted 
the  most  extraordinary  gyrations.  Before  the  captivity,  when  the  whole 
earthly  future  of  the  nation  had  vanished  owing  to  the  separation  of  the 
Norther u  tribes,  men  dreamed  of  the  restoration  of  the  House  of  David 
the  reconciliation  cf  the  two  divisions  of  the  people',  and  the  triumph  of 
theocracy  and  the  worship  of  Jehovah  over  idolatrous  religions.  At  the 
epoch  of  the  captivity,  a  poet,  full  of  harmony,  beheld  the  splendour  of  a 
future  Jerusalem,  to  which  the  peoples  of  the  distant  isles  should  bow 
down." — Renan's  "Life  of  Jesus." 

■'  There  are  some  theologians  who  assume  the  Messianic  period  to  ba 
the  most  perfect  state  of  civilisation,  but  do  not  believe  in  the  restoration 
of  the  Kingdom  of  David,  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple,  or  the  rep  s- 
session  of  Palestine  by  the  Jews.  They  altogether  rejeel  the  national 
hope  of  the  Jews.  These  theologians  either  misinterpret  or  wholly 
ignore  the  teaching  of  the  Bible,  and  the  Divine  Promises  made  thi 
the  men  of  God."— Dr.  M.  Friedlan  ler.  "  The  Jewish  Religion. '  (London 
1891),  p.  161. 

"  Our  sages  said  that  there  will  be  no  other  difference  betwe3ii  the 
present  time  and  the  day  of  the  Messiah  but  the  independence  of  the 
pjople  of  Israel."— Maimonides,  quoted  in  above  book.  p.  228. 
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NOTE.  VII. 


On  National  Practices  Becoming  Religious  Ordinances. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that  the  Prayer  Book  is  wholly  nationalistic, 
nearly  all  the  festivals  and  fasts  are  of  historic  national  import,  and  the 
ritual  is  based  on  Palestinean  customs  and  national  usages  even  in  trifles. 


The  calendar  of   the  historic- 
national  days  is  as  follows  :  — 

(1)  Passover. 

(2)  Feast  of  Weeks. 

(3)  Tabernacles 

(1)  Hashanno  Rabbo. 

(5)  Festival  of  Dedication. 

(6)  „  Purim. 

(7)  Fast  of  Tebeth. 

(8)  „      Esther. 

(9)  .,    .  Tamuz. 

(10)  ..      Ab. 

Minor  national  days  are — 

(11)  Fast  of  Gedaliab. 

(12)  Feast  of  New  Year  of  Trees. 

(13)  Thirty-Third  Day  of  Omer. 

(14)  Fifteenth  Day  of  Ab. 


Of    the    purely    religious    order 
there  are — 

(1)  New  Year  (based  on  a  national 
usage)  not  so  known  Biblically. 

(2)  The  Penitential  Fast  Days. 

(3)  The  Day  of  Atonement.  On 
this  latter,  Mr.  Claude  G. 
3Iontefiore  writes  [Jewish 
Chronicle,  Oct  4.  11)01,  p.  9.)  : 
':  A  very  considerable  number 
of  the  prayers  obviously  bear 
a  national  and  collective 
character."  Mr.  Montefiore 
uses  the  Reform  Prayer  Book  ! 

(4)  The  Eighth  Day  of  Solemn 
Assembly. 

(5)  Rejoicing  of  the  Law. 


NOTE  VIII. 
On  the  Permanence  of  the  Idea  of  the  Messiah. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  psei 

ido  Messk 

ths  :  — 

Judas  of  Gallilee      .         .        .                                   c.e.  7 

Theudas 

50 

An  Egyptian  Jew 

58 

Bar  Cochba 

130 

Serenus,  the  Syrian  . 

720 

Obarliah 

'       750 

A  French  Claimant   . 

1087 

A  Cordova        ,, 

1107 

A  Fez                  „ 

1117 

David  Alroy 

1160 

The  Yemenite    . 

1171 

An  Eastern  Claimant 

1286 

Abraham  Abulafia 

1290 

„          his  Successor 

1295 

Moses  Botarel    , 

i.'i'.i;; 

Asher  Lemlein  . 

1502 

David  Reubeni  . 

1524 

Sabbatai  Zevi     . 

1648—66 

Baal  Shem 

1  730 

Jacob  Frank 

1756 

Jechetkul  of  Frankfort    . 

1872 

Mr.  Joseph  Jacobs's   "Jewish  Messiahs 

(Jewish  Year   Book,  5657), 

quotes  Zunz  as  giving  86  dates  on  which  Messiahs  were  prophecied.     One 

of  these  was  the  year  1900. 

The  point  of  this  list  is  the  actuality  of  the  belief  and  the  serious 

desire  for  Restoration  and  Return. 
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NOTE  IX. 

Ox  the  Programme  of  the  Movement,  Etc. 

At  the  first  Congress  held  in  Basle  in  August.  1897,  the  following 
programme  was  adopted  :  — 

The  aim  of  Zionism  is  to  create  for  the  Jewish  people  a  publicly, 
legally  assured  home  in  Palestine. 

In  order  to  attain  this  the  Congress  adopts  the  following  means  : — 

(1)  To  promote  the  settlement  in  Palestine  of  Jewish 
agriculturists,  handicraftsmen,  industrialists,  and  men  following 
professions. 

(2)  The  centralisation  of  the  entire  Jewish  people  by  means 
of  general  institutions  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

(3)  To  strengthen  Jewish  sentiments  and  natural  self-con- 
sciousness. 

(4)  To  obtain  the  sanction  of  Governments  to  the  carrying 
out  of  the  objects  of  Zionism. 

On  point  (1)  it  was  decided  that  whilst  the  Movement  should  help 
those  Jews  already  settled  on  the  land  or  natives  of  Palestine,  it  should 
not  help  in  settling  Jews  in  the  country  until  the  conditions  laid  down 
in  the  preamble  had  been  attained. 

At  the  second  Congress  in  1893,  also  held  in  Basle,  it  was  decided  to 
four.d  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  a- an  English  limited  liability  company 
with  a  capital  of  £2,000,000  in  £  1  shares.  The  prospectus  of  the  company 
was  issued  during  Passover.  1899,  and  it  stated  that  the  Trust  would  not 
undertake  business  unless  the  subscriptions  totalled  at  £250,000  fully 
paid.  That  number  of  shares  were  taken  up  during  the  month  allowed 
for  application,  the  subscribers  being  resident  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
In  June,  1901,  the  shares  taken  up  totalled  at  330,000,  and  the  share- 
holders numbered  110,000.  In  October.  1901,  at  a  conference  held  in 
Vienna,  it  was  declared  that  the  conditions  of  the  prospectus  had  been 
fulfilled,  that  the  Trust  could  do  business,  but  that  it  would  not  become 
active  until  after  a  meeting  of  the  shareholders  to  be  held  at  Basle  in 
December,  1901,  during  the  period  of  the  fifth  Congress. 

The  constitution  accepted  at  the  first  Congress  decided  the  payment  of 
one  shekel  (Is.  in  England)  by  every  adhering  Zionist  for  the  central  fund, 
and  the  right  of  every  10C  shekel  payers  to  elect  one  delegare  tothe  Con- 
gress. The  third  Congress,  1900,  elaborated  a  constitution  recognising  local 
government  and  the  federation  of  Zionist  bodies  in  each  country,  leaving, 
as  in  the  first  scheme,  the  central  government  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  Committee  (Actions  Coinite),  composed  of  five  gentlemen 
resident  in  Vienna.  This  Committee  is  responsible  to  the  General 
Executive  Council  (Grosser  Actions  Comite)  on  which  the  Zionists  of  each 
country  are  represented  by  delegates.  The  Landes  Comites  or  Federations 
were  founded  in  Rumania  (1898),  Russia  (189">),  Germany  (1898),  United 
Kingdom  (1899),  United  States  1899),  Austria  (1899),  South  Africa  (1899). 
Canada  (1900),  Holland  (1900),  France  (1901).  Other  affiliations  exist  in 
Belgium.  Italy,  Greece,  Bulgaria.  Egypt,  South  America.  Australia,  and 
Morocco. 

NOTE  X. 

Ox    THE   RE-DISTEIBU HON    OF    THE   JEWS    IX    NEW    V'tRK. 

•■  Bulletin  No.  ."."  <  n  the  Removal  and  Distribution  of  Poor  Jews,  issued 
Rep'tenxber,  L901,  by  the  Independent  Order  of  Bnai  Brith,  the  greatest 
Jewish  Organisation  in  the  United  States  (non-Zionistic),  observes :  "It 

is  necessary  to  educate  cur  cc-religionists  throughout  the  country  to  an 
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understanding-  of  certain  facts.  Tiny  must  be  taught  that  they,  by  their 
conduct,  will  decide  whether  the  doors  of  this  country  shall  remain  open 
to  their  persecuted  brethren  in  Boumania  and  elsewhere,  or  be  closed 
against  them  entirely.  They  must  be  taught  that  if  they  remain  indif- 
ferent they  become  responsible  for  the  sufferings,  the  horrors  and  the 
depravity  of  the  Ghetto  :    that  as  these    grow   the    outcry   will    extend 

generally* to  the  Jew,  not  alone  in  ~&e\v  York,  but  to  the  Jew The 

Jew  must  be  taught  that  no  era  in  Jewish  history  exceeds  the  present  in 
importance  and  solemnity,  and  that  to  play  a  proper  role  therein  is  at 
once  a  high  privilege  and  a  higher  duty,  that  it  is  the  concern  of  each 
Jew  to  rescue  his  brethren  from  poverty,  disease,  and  death,  and.  above 
all,  to  give  to  their  boys  a  chance  to  beccme  honest  men,  and  their  girls 
the  sacred  right  to  remain  pure.'' 
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